
GOP-requested witness rejects Trump 'conspiracy theories' 


By COLLEEN LONG and 
ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Sought by Republicans to 
testify, the former U.S. spe¬ 
cial envoy to Ukraine spoke 
up instead for Democrat 
Joe Biden in Tuesday’s 
impeachment hearings, 
rejecting "conspiracy the¬ 
ories" embraced by Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump and 
some of his allies. 

Kurt Volker said he has 
known Biden as an honor¬ 
able man for more than 
two decades, rebuffing 
debunked corruption al¬ 
legations that Trump is 
said to have wanted the 
Ukrainians to investigate in 
exchange for military aid 
to hold off Russian aggres¬ 
sion. 


Continued on Page 2 



Ambassador Kurt Volker, left, former special envoy to Ukraine, and Tim Morrison, a former official at the National Security Council 
are sworn in to testify before the House Intelligence Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 19,2019, during a public 
impeachment hearing of President Donald Trump's efforts to tie U.S. aid for Ukraine to investigations of his political opponents. 
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GOP-requested witness rejects Trump 'conspiracy theories' 



Ambassador Kurt Volker, left, former special envoy to Ukraine, 
and Tim Morrison, a former official at the National Security 
Council, testify before the House Intelligence Committee on 
Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019, during a 
public impeachment hearing of President Donald Trump's 
efforts to tie U.S. aid for Ukraine to investigations of his political 
opponents. 


Continued from Front 

"The allegations against 
Vice President Biden are 
self-serving and non-credi- 
ble," Volker declared. 
Broader corruption in 
Ukraine was "plausible," but 
corruption by Biden wasn't, 
he said. 

Volker testified alongside 
former White House nation¬ 
al security official Tim Mor¬ 
rison in the second hearing 
of the day in the House's 
impeachment inquiry, only 
the fourth in history against 
a U.S. president. 

Morrison, also requested 
by GOP members on the 
House Intelligence Com¬ 
mittee, said at the outset 
that he was not there to 
question the "character 
or integrity" of any of his 
colleagues, though ear¬ 


lier Tuesday Republican 
lawmakers used his prior 
comments to try to dis¬ 
credit another witness, Lt. 
Col. Alexander Vindman. 
The White House even cir¬ 
culated a tweet that was 
an earlier quote by Morri¬ 
son questioning Vindman's 
judgment. Democrats say 
there may be grounds for 
impeachment in Trump's 
push for Ukraine's new 
leadership to investigate 
his Democratic rival and 
the 2016 U.S. election as he 
withheld military assistance 
approved by Congress. 
Trump says he did nothing 
wrong and dismissed the 
hearings as a "kangaroo 
court." Volker was the first 
person to come behind 
closed doors in the inquiry 
that started in September, 
resigning his position short¬ 


ly before he did so. Since 
then, a parade of witnesses 
has testified publicly and 
privately about what they 
recalled about the July 25 
phone call between Trump 
and Ukraine's new leader, 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy. Many 
of those statements cast 
doubt on Volker's account 
that he didn't know the 
Ukraine gas company Bur- 
isma was tied to Biden, and 
that he wasn't aware of a 
possible quid pro quo of¬ 
fered by Trump. 

A number of White House 
and State Department of¬ 
ficials were listening to the 
call, but Volker was not. 

On Tuesday, he said he op¬ 
posed any hold on security 
assistance. And he said, "I 
did not understand that 
others believed that any in¬ 
vestigation of the Ukrainian 
company, Burisma, which 
had a history of accusa¬ 
tions of corruption, was 
tantamount to investigat¬ 
ing Vice President Biden. I 
drew a distinction between 
the two." 

Even though, he said, he 
understood that Biden's son 
Hunter had been a board 
member - and he himself 


Associated Press 

had been deeply involved 
with Ukrainian officials on a 
statement, never released, 
that would have commit¬ 
ted the country to inves¬ 
tigating Burisma and the 
2016 U.S. election. 

Volker himself requested 
a meeting on July 19 with 
Rudy Giuliani, Trump's per¬ 
sonal lawyer, at which 
Giuliani mentioned accu¬ 
sations about the Bidens as 
well as the discredited the¬ 
ory that Ukraine interfered 
in the 2016 U.S. election. 

He said he believes now, 
thanks to hindsight and the 
testimony of other witness¬ 
es, that Trump was using 
the aid to pressure Ukraine 
to investigate Hunter Biden 
and his role on the compa¬ 
ny’s board. 

"In retrospect I should have 
seen that connection dif¬ 
ferently, and had I done 
so, I would have raised my 
own objections," Volker tes¬ 
tified. 

Yet he also acknowledged 
that Trump never told him 
he was withholding aid for 
Ukraine unless there were 
investigations. He also said 
Ukrainians never told him 
that they wouldn't get a 


White House visit or military 
aid without committing 
to investigations. He said 
he would have objected 
had the president asked 
him to get Ukraine to do 
investigations. Morrison, 
who stepped down from 
Trump’s National Security 
Council shortly before he 
appeared behind closed 
doors last month, said he 
was not concerned that 
anything illegal was dis¬ 
cussed on Trump's July 25 
call with Ukraine's leader, 
testimony that Republicans 
have repeatedly highlight¬ 
ed. 

"As I stated during my dep¬ 
osition, I feared at the time 
of the call on July 25th how 
its disclosure would play in 
Washington's political cli¬ 
mate," he said Tuesday. 
"My fears have been real¬ 
ized." He told lawmakers 
Tuesday that the transcript 
of the call was incorrectly 
placed in a highly secure 
location. 

Democrats have seen ill in¬ 
tent in that action, but he 
said, "It was a mistake ... an 
administrative error." 
Morrison has confirmed to 
investigators that he wit¬ 
nessed a key September 
conversation in Warsaw 
between Gordon Sond- 
land, the U.S. ambassador 
to the European Union, and 
a Ukrainian official. Sond- 
land told the official that 
U.S. aid might be freed if 
the country's top prosecu¬ 
tor "would go to the mike 
and announce that he was 
opening the Burisma inves¬ 
tigation," Morrison said in 
previous closed-door tes¬ 
timony. Volker shifted his 
account of a pivotal July 
10 interaction at the White 
House. In his closed-door 
interview last month, he 
said there was no discus¬ 
sion of Giuliani's activities 
in Ukraine or investigations 
sought by the presidentO 
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Nerf gun. Power Rangers claw cited by toy safety watchdog 


eaten. The Toy Association, 
a toy industry trade group 
that represents most of the 
toy makers named on the 
list, dismissed the annual list 
as misleading. 

It suggests parents always 
purchase toys from reputa¬ 


ble stores and online sellers. 
"By law, all toys sold in the 
United States must meet 
100+ rigorous safety tests 
and standards," the orga¬ 
nization said in a written 
statement. 

"On the other hand, 


W.A.T.C.H. does not test the 
toys in its report to check 
their safety; their allega¬ 
tions appear to be based 
on their misrepresenta¬ 
tion or misunderstand¬ 
ing of the mandatory toy 
standards. "□ 



James Swartz, director of World Against Toys Causing Harm, 
talks about the dangers of the Nerf Ultra One, during a news 


conference in Boston, Tuesday, 

BOSTON (AP) — A Nerf dart 
gun, ice cream-scented 
Nickelodeon slime and a 
plastic Power Rangers claw 
are among the toys top¬ 
ping a consumer safety 
group's list of worst toys for 
the holidays. 

World Against Toys Causing 
Harm unveiled its annual list 
Tuesday at a Boston chil¬ 
dren's hospital. 

A realistic toy machine 
gun, a "pogo trick board," 
a yeti teddy bear and a 
pull-along caterpillar toy 
for infants also made the 
list. 

The Massachusetts non¬ 
profit has been releasing 
the list for more than 40 
years. 

It says many of the prod¬ 
ucts present choking, eye 
and other safety hazards 
frequently found in poorly 
designed toys. It also cites 


Nov. 19, 2019. 
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the products for having in¬ 
consistent and inadequate 
warnings labels. 

The organization says the 
Nerf Ultra One gun, which 
is billed as firing soft darts 
up to 120 feet (37 meters), 
shoots the projectiles with 
enough force to potentially 
cause eye injuries. 

It also says the warning la¬ 
bel on Flybar's Pogo Trick 
Board tells children to wear 
protection, but the prod¬ 
uct's packaging features a 
child using the device with¬ 
out a wearing a helmet or 
other protection. 

And the association notes 
that Nickelodeon's Fro¬ 
zen Treats Slime includes 
mint chocolate chip, berry 
smoothie, and snow cone- 
scented versions of the goo 
even as it warns the prod¬ 
ucts are made of harmful 
chemicals and shouldn't be 
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She can't vote, but 2020 Democrats want her support anyway 



In this Feb. 28, 2017 file photo Astrid Silva is interviewed by The 
Associated Press on Capitol Hill in Washington. 
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By MICHELLE L. PRICE 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — One of 

the most sought-after presi¬ 
dential endorsements in 
a key early voting state is 
from a woman who cannot 
vote. 

As Democrats jockey for 
support in Nevada, a 
meeting with Astrid Silva, 
a 31-year-old immigrant 
rights activist who has be¬ 
come a public face of the 
"Dreamers," is a can't-miss 
early stop. 

Silva has had dinner with 
Kamala Harris, policy 
roundtables with Elizabeth 
Warren and Joe Biden, and 
vegan tamales with Cory 
Booker. Just this week, after 
Pete Buttigieg noticed she 
attended Supreme Court 
arguments on the program 
shielding her from deporta¬ 
tion, the candidate called 
to make sure she knew he 
supported her cause. 
"Presidential wannabes, 
when they come here —I 
don't know a single one 
that hasn't met with her," 
said Harry Reid, the former 
U.S. Senate Majority Lead¬ 
er, who helped elevate Sil¬ 
va's profile during his push 
for immigration reform. 
"There's no question in my 
mind that candidates are 
well served to visit with her." 
Silva’s busy calendar high¬ 
lights the power of Latino 
voters in Nevada, the third 
state on Democrats' prima¬ 
ry calendar. The state has a 
large immigrant communi¬ 
ty, and Latinos account for 
roughly 19% of the elector¬ 
ate, according to the Pew 
Research Center. Many 
of those voters are Demo¬ 
crats, making Nevada's 
contest a critical test of 
the candidates' appeal 
among a group with rising 
political power in the party. 
While immigration has tak¬ 
en a back seat to health 
care and impeachment 
in the national primary 


debate, it remains on the 
forefront for Nevada Dem¬ 
ocrats, many of whom 
want candidates to have 
a plan to permanently pro¬ 
tect Dreamers and offer a 
path to citizenship, among 
a host of other changes. 
Silva, one of about 13,000 
young immigrants in the 
state who are temporarily 
shielded from deportation 
under the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals pro¬ 
gram, has become a vis¬ 
ible figure in the push for 
immigration reform since 
meeting Reid in 2009. Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama cited 
her in a 2014 immigration 
speech, and she spoke at 
the 2016 Democratic Na¬ 
tional Convention. In 2016, 
she declared Hillary Clin¬ 
ton's immigration plan to 
be the most feasible and 
endorsed her, helping Clin¬ 
ton as she won the Nevada 
caucuses and later carried 
the purple state. 

Her endorsement "gives 
that candidate the abil¬ 
ity to say that they have 
been vetted by someone 
who is fighting with the im¬ 
migrant community for the 
immigrant community," 
said Democratic state Sen. 
Yvanna Cancela, a close 
friend of Silva's. 

Silva is wary of giving that 
stamp of approval easily. 


Over the last several 
months, she has spent 
hours in private meetings in 
Las Vegas with the candi¬ 
dates, usually bringing with 
her a team of activists, im¬ 
migrants and volunteer at¬ 
torneys. 

Over chips and salsa at 
family-run Mexican restau¬ 
rants or, in Booker's case, 
vegan tamales and prayer 
at an altar in a local home, 
Silva has tried to focus the 
candidates on personal 
stories. She and others of¬ 
ten describe the fears im¬ 
migrants face and the 
complexities of the U.S. im¬ 
migration system. They talk 
about sexual assault victims 
who are scared to report to 
police because they don't 
have legal status. They re¬ 
count how family members 
were forced to leave and 
remain out of the country 
for up to 10 years before 
applying to legally rejoin 
their family. 

"It's very different when 
you're the one that's afraid 
of the police, when you're 
the one that's afraid of ICE, 
when you're the one that 
goes to bed at night think¬ 
ing, 'Will I come home to¬ 
morrow?"' Silva said. 

Silva sometimes tells them 
her story, about crossing 
the border from Mexico at 
age 4 with her parents with¬ 


out legal possession. Until 
she was 26 and Nevada 
began issuing driver privi¬ 
lege cards to immigrants, 
she relied on the bus to get 
around sprawling Las Ve¬ 
gas. She runs a nonprofit 
that connects immigrants 
with support and legal help 
but says she ensures her 
family or friends can ac¬ 
cess her bank account to 
pay her bills in case her le¬ 
gal status changes and she 
ends up detained. 

"Our literal everything is in 
somebody else’s hands," 
she said. "I don't have a say 
over my life." 

While meeting with can¬ 
didates, her fellow Latino 
immigrants often give the 
2020 hopefuls small tokens 
to remember them, like an 
image of St. Jude, the pa¬ 
tron saint of lost causes, or 
an "escapulario," a devo¬ 
tional necklace featuring 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
the patron saint of Mexico, 
that's seen as a protection 
from bad things. 

"They can't vote. The one 
thing they can give is their 
time and literally their trea¬ 
sures, which is their religious 
artifacts," Silva said. 

Booker, Warren and Harris, 
who had several meetings 
with Silva, have released 
Dreamer plans that would 
use executive action to ex¬ 
tend protections for those 
already covered and al¬ 
low other immigrants, like 
Dreamers' family members, 
to apply for protection from 
deportation. 

Sen. Bernie Sanders has 
proposed extending pro¬ 
tection to parents of legal 
residents, along with plac¬ 
ing a moratorium on all 
deportations and allowing 
those without legal status 
to get health coverage 
under his "Medicare for All" 
plan. His campaign has 
been working to set up a 
meeting with Silva. 

Buttigieg and Silva spoke 


for about five minutes by 
phone on Sunday. 

Biden, who has not re¬ 
leased a detailed immigra¬ 
tion plan, has called for 
Congress to grant citizen¬ 
ship to Dreamers. 

But Silva remains con¬ 
cerned about the Demo¬ 
cratic field. She's seen few 
candidates truly reaching 
out and organizing fami¬ 
lies in the immigrant com¬ 
munity, she said. She wor¬ 
ries that candidates will 
change their tune in the 
general election, when the 
fight shifts to the Rust Belt, 
where immigration is an is¬ 
sue that could drive some 
white working-class voters 
away. 

"Right now, they could 
be talking really nice, but 
when they have to go 
moderate, or when they 
have to go to the right, our 
families are first to be sac¬ 
rificed," Silva said. "We are 
the first to be on the cutting 
board because we don't 
vote. We can't vote." 
Others worry about cam¬ 
paigns thinking one activist 
— or one issue — alone will 
unlock the Latino vote. 

Like other voters. Latinos 
care about health care, 
education and climate 
change, among other is¬ 
sues, said Leo Murrieta, the 
director of the advocacy 
organization Make the 
Road Nevada. 

While Silva plays an impor¬ 
tant role, candidates need 
to do more than meet with 
her "just to check off a box," 
Murrieta said. The Supreme 
Court heard arguments last 
week about whether Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump can 
terminate the DACA pro¬ 
gram, and a decision is ex¬ 
pected by the end of June. 
Opponents on the right 
argue DACA protections 
reward people who broke 
the law and encourage 
more people to immigrate 
without legal permission.^ 
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Jury awards $58M in 
lawsuit against body 
donation firm 


By JACQUES BILLEAUD 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — A civil 
jury has awarded $58 mil¬ 
lion Tuesday to 10 people 
who alleged a now-closed 
body donation facility mis¬ 
handled the donated re¬ 
mains of their relatives and 
deceived them about how 
the body parts would be 
used. The trial against Ste¬ 
phen Gore, owner of the 
Biological Resource Cen¬ 
ter of Arizona, ended with 
jurors finding in favor of 10 
of 21 plaintiffs, awarding 
$8 million in compensatory 
damages and $50 million in 
punitive damages. 

An attorney for donor fami¬ 
lies said he believes jurors 
did not rule in favor of 11 
other plaintiffs because 
they didn't testify at trial. 
Gore's business was ac¬ 
cused of fraud by claiming 
the donated bodies would 
be used for medical re¬ 
search, when it knew some 
of the remains would be 
sold for military testing, such 
as crashes and explosions. 
A woman whose son's re¬ 
mains were sold for military 
testing was awarded $6.5 
million. Donor families also 
said they were promised 
the cremated remains of 
relatives and received box¬ 
es with what they thought 
were their loved ones, only 
to later discover the bodies 
were sold to third parties or 
were still at the facility. 

The families contended 



This undated photo provided 
by the Maricopa County 
Sheriff's Office shows Stephen 
Douglas Gore, the owner 
of a now-closed Phoenix 
body donation facility who 
in 2015 pleaded guilty to a 
felony charge for his role in 
mishandling donations of 
human remains. 

Associated Press 
they were weren't told the 
bodies would be used in 
ways they would not have 
approved. Jurors were 
shown the business' price 
list, showing, for instance, 
that a torso without a head 
sold for $4,000. 

Timothy O'Connor, an at¬ 
torney for Gore, declined 
to comment on the verdict. 
He had argued that cli¬ 
ents signed consent forms 
granting permission to dis¬ 
sect donated bodies, and 
that it was legal for the fa¬ 
cility to make a profit. 
Gwendolyn Aloia, who was 
awarded $5.5 million, said 
the verdict shows that the 
body donation industry 
needs more government 
regulation.^ 



A selection of meth seized by the Pennington County Sheriff's Office's narcotics enforcement 
team is shown in an undated photo provided by the sheriff's office on Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. 
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In South Dakota, meth fighters 
welcome any help they get 


By STEPHEN GROVES 
Associated Press 
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — 

South Dakota's new an¬ 
ti-drug campaign drew 
plenty of mockery on so¬ 
cial media this week for its 
"Meth: We're on it" slogan, 
but according to local po¬ 
lice, the attention couldn't 
have come at a better 
time. Law enforcement 
agencies in South Dakota 
are contending with a 
drug that is now cheaper 
and more potent, lead¬ 
ing to a surge of use in 
the state and across the 
Midwest. Officers said pre¬ 
venting people from ever 
taking the highly addictive 


drug — a key goal of the 
campaign — is essential to 
stopping the surge. 

In South Dakota, the Drug 
Enforcement Administra¬ 
tion said meth seizures are 
up a third over last year. 
Other agencies have 
made their own seizures 
and seen similar jumps. 

The drug is known for be¬ 
ing especially addictive 
and police said it's often 
tied to violent crime. In 
Minnehaha County, which 
had more than 1,000 meth 
arrests last year. Sheriff 
Mike Milstead said meth 
is involved in many of the 
homicides he works. Both 
dealers and users carry 


guns to protect them¬ 
selves in drug deals that 
can lead to violence, he 
added. 

"I've been in this business 
a long time, and I would 
say I've never been more 
concerned about the 
safety of my officers and 
highway patrol officers of 
encountering dangerous 
individuals," Milstead said. 
After Congress passed 
laws aimed at clamping 
down on over-the-counter 
medications that could 
be used to make meth, 
the supply evolved from 
home-grown labs to Mexi¬ 
can cartels shipping in the 
drugO 
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Ruling backs asylum seekers at border prior to policy shift 


By ELLIOT SPAGAT 
Associated Press 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — A fed¬ 
eral judge ruled Tuesday 
that a partial ban on asy¬ 
lum does not apply to any¬ 
one who appeared at an 
official U.S. border crossing 
before the policy was an¬ 
nounced in July, a decision 
that may affect thousands 
of people. 

The Trump administration 
announced July 16 that it 
would deny asylum to any¬ 
one who traveled through 
another country without 
applying there first. 
Immigrants advocates 
went to court on behalf 
of the many migrants who 
heeded the recommenda¬ 
tions of the U.S. government 
and showed up at official 
crossings earlier this year to 
request asylum, rather than 
cross the border illegally. 
The advocates said the ad- 




In this Thursday, Sept. 26 ,2019 file photo asylum seekers in Tijuana, Mexico, listen to names being called from a waiting list to claim 
asylum at a border crossing in San Diego. 


ministration engaged in an 
"immoral bait-and-switch" 
against those immigrants 
by imposing the ban. 

U.S. District Judge Cynthia 
Bashant ruled in their favor 
Tuesday, saying anyone 
who appeared at a U.S. 
border crossing with Mexi¬ 


co before July 16 would be 
exempt from the ban. 
"(These) asylum seekers un¬ 
derstood their access to 
asylum in the United States 
to be premised on their will¬ 


ingness to wait in Mexico," 
Bashant wrote. "In reliance 
on this representation by 
the U.S. Government, they 
did so. The Government 
— in a shift that can be 


considered, at best, mis¬ 
leading, and at worst, du¬ 
plicitous — now seeks to 
change course." 

Faced with a surge in asy¬ 
lum-seeking families last 
year, the U.S. said there 
wasn't enough processing 
capacity at official cross¬ 
ings and began telling 
people to wait in Mexico to 
claim asylum. The practice, 
known as "metering," has 
left many waiting months. 
The number of names on 
waiting lists in 11 Mexi¬ 
can border cities totaled 
nearly 21,400 this month, 
according to a survey by 
the Strauss Center for Inter¬ 
national Security and Law 
at the University of Texas, 
Austin and the Center for 
U.S.-Mexico Studies at the 
University of California, San 
Diego. 

In Tijuana, the waiting list 
hovers below 9,000 names. 
People whose names were 
getting called last week 
said they had been waiting 
in Mexico for five months. 
The U.S. does not manage 
the waiting lists, spawning 
haphazard systems that 
vary by city. Over time, 
they have been overseen 
by Mexican federal, state 
and local officials, Mexican 
migrant shelters and immi¬ 
grants themselves. 


Associated Press 

The lack of U.S. control or 
centralized management 
of the lists makes it difficult 
to know how many asylum 
seekers got in line before 
July 16 and were admitted 
after the ban took effect in 
September. 

Attorneys for the plaintiffs 
estimate it is in the thou¬ 
sands. 

Neither the Justice nor 
Homeland Security De¬ 
partments immediately 
responded to requests for 
comment. 

Groups representing asy¬ 
lum seekers applauded the 
ruling. 

"These asylum seekers have 
a deep commitment to fol¬ 
lowing our laws in seeking 
protection, and we are re¬ 
lieved to see that their de¬ 
cision to follow our govern¬ 
ment's instructions to wait 
in Mexico will not prejudice 
their chances for relief," 
said Erika Pinheiro, director 
of litigation and policy at Al 
Otro Lado, which was rep¬ 
resented by the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, Cen¬ 
ter for Constitutional Rights, 
and American Immigration 
Council. 

The partial asylum ban was 
on hold until the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court decided Sept. 
11 that it could take effect 
during a legal challenge.Q 
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Letter shows 

psychologist broke rules 
with Iowa sex predator 



This June 16, 2010 file photo shows the exterior of the Civil Commitment Unit for Sexual Offenders 
(CCUSO) unit, that is part of the Cherokee Mental Health Institute in Cherokee, Iowa. Associated 
Press 


By RYAN J. FOLEY 
Associated Press 
IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) — A 

psychologist in charge of 
treating Iowa's most dan¬ 
gerous sex offenders vio¬ 
lated policies by develop¬ 
ing an improperly close 
relationship with a violent 
predator who became ob¬ 
sessed with her. The Associ¬ 
ated Press has learned. 
Shannon Smith Sanders, 
who directed the treat¬ 
ment program at the Civil 
Commitment Unit for Sex 
Offenders in Cherokee, 
did special favors for the 
patient — sharing secrets 
with him, bending the rules 
for him and lying to protect 
him, according to a Sept. 
16 termination letter ob¬ 
tained under Iowa's open 
records law. 

Sanders also failed to report 
that the patient was having 
personal feelings for her. 
The letter said Sanders' ac¬ 
tions constituted "boundary 
violations," meaning they 
crossed the line into unethi¬ 
cal behavior that poten¬ 
tially exploited the patient. 
They also created potential 
security concerns for the 
institution, which houses 
about 120 sexually violent 
predators who have been 
ordered by the courts to be 
locked up for treatment fol¬ 
lowing completion of their 
prison terms. 

The letter did not identify 
the patient. But attorney 
Jason Dunn told the AP 
that it was his client, Jeffrey 
Goodwin, who has been 
locked up since committing 
a 1988 sexual assault in Ke¬ 


okuk. In custody, Goodwin 
has a record of expressing 
sexually violent fantasies 
and threats toward female 
guards and assaulting oth¬ 
er patients and staff. 

Dunn alleged that Sanders 
encouraged Goodwin, 55, 
to masturbate in front of 
her and that they watched 
pornography together at 
least once. He said Good¬ 
win grabbed her buttocks a 
couple times and that they 
developed an "emotional 
affair" that included sexual 
discussions. He said his cli¬ 
ent frequently sent Sanders 
notes written in code. 

"She had Jeff so wound up 
that he was willing to kill 
himself or someone else if 
he dishonored her or some¬ 
one else dishonored her," 
Dunn said in an interview. 
"He was really going crazy." 
The Iowa Department of 
Human Services, which 
operates the program, al¬ 
lowed Sanders to resign in 
lieu of termination after a 
three-month investigation 
into the complaint, docu¬ 
ments show. 

Dunn recently asked the 
FBI to investigate, saying 
the relationship may have 
violated an Iowa law bar¬ 
ring therapists from sexually 
exploiting their patients. He 
said Goodwin intends to 
pursue a lawsuit. 

The Cherokee Police De¬ 
partment is investigating 
"claims that have been 
brought to our attention," 
according to police Chief 
Nate James, who declined 
to elaborate. 

Buena Vista University in 


Storm Lake, Iowa on Tues¬ 
day swiftly cut ties with 
Sanders after learning of 
her alleged misconduct 
from AP, a college spokes¬ 
woman said. Sanders had 
been teaching an online 
course this semester and 
was named its adjunct 
graduate faculty member 
of the year in 2018. 

Sanders may avoid other 
professional consequenc¬ 
es. Psychologists who work 
for government agencies 
in Iowa are exempt from 
licensing requirements, 
which means she cannot 
face investigation or pub¬ 
lic discipline from the Iowa 
Board of Psychology. 

Dunn said he fears that 
Sanders will not be held 
accountable and that she 
could get another job at a 
similar facility. 

Goodwin filed his com¬ 
plaint against Sanders in 
June after coming to be¬ 
lieve that he was being 
manipulated by the psy¬ 


chologist, who told him she 
would deny everything to 
protect herself if they were 
caught, Dunn said. 

Their relationship devel¬ 
oped this year after Good¬ 
win returned to the pro¬ 
gram following completion 
of a prison sentence at the 
Anamosa State Peniten¬ 
tiary. 

He has been in and out 
of the treatment program 
for most of its 20-year exis¬ 
tence. The Iowa Supreme 
Court in 2004 upheld a 
jury's ruling that Goodwin is 
a sexually violent predator 
who needs to be commit¬ 
ted for treatment for sexual 
sadism, exhibitionism and 
anti-social personality dis¬ 
order. 

Sanders had been the pro¬ 
gram's treatment director 
for four years after previ¬ 
ously working at a state 
hospital in Kansas, earning 
nearly $98,000 last year, re¬ 
cords show. 

The investigation revealed 


Associated Press 

"boundary/security issues" 
that she failed to report, vi¬ 
olating numerous program 
and department policies, 
according to the termina¬ 
tion letter signed by DHS 
administrator Rick Schults. 
Sanders refused to sign 
the letter and resigned im¬ 
mediately. Her husband 
also worked for DHS at the 
Cherokee Mental Health 
Institute, which houses the 
treatment program. Trevor 
Sanders was in charge of 
overseeing surveillance 
cameras and other elec¬ 
tronic security systems. It's 
unclear whether any video 
of his wife's alleged miscon¬ 
duct exists. 

Trevor Sanders also recent¬ 
ly left his state job, and the 
couple's Cherokee home 
is listed for sale. Shannon 
Sanders would not say 
whether they have moved. 
"I don't want anyone to 
know my whereabouts, 
for obvious reasons," she 
saidO 
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NATO chief heads to Paris as France comes underfire 



NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg gestures as he answers a question during a news con¬ 
ference at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By LORNE COOK 
BRUSSELS (AP) — NATO Sec¬ 
retary-General Jens Stol¬ 
tenberg said Tuesday that 
he will travel to Paris next 
week for talks with Presi¬ 
dent Emmanuel Macron 
after the French leader la¬ 
mented the "brain death" 
of the world's biggest mili¬ 
tary alliance. 

Macron's very public criti¬ 
cism of NATO — notably a 
perceived lack of U.S. lead¬ 
ership, Turkey's unilateral 
decision to invade northern 
Syria without warning its al¬ 
lies, and the need for Eu¬ 
rope to take more respon¬ 
sibility for its own security 
— has shaken the alliance. 
His choice of words was 
rejected as "drastic" by 
German Chancellor An¬ 
gela Merkel the day after 
they were published in The 
Economist magazine. Se¬ 
nior U.S. and European of¬ 
ficials have since piled on. 


leaving France feeling iso¬ 
lated for speaking out. 
Speaking to reporters in 


Brussels on Wednesday be¬ 
fore chairing a meeting of 
NATO foreign ministers, Stol¬ 


tenberg said the best way 
to resolve differences "is 
to sit down and to discuss 


them and to fully under¬ 
stand the messages and 
the motivations." 

He said that the world needs 
"strong, multilateral institu¬ 
tions like NATO and there¬ 
fore we should strengthen 
NATO, not weaken NATO," 
and warned that "if we dis¬ 
tance Europe from North 
America, we weaken 
NATO, but we also divide 
Europe." 

Stoltenberg's meeting with 
Macron, scheduled for 
Nov. 28, comes a few days 
before U.S. President Don¬ 
ald Trump and his NATO 
counterparts meet in Lon¬ 
don for a one-day summit 
marking the 70th anniver¬ 
sary of the organization. 

U.S. envoy Kay Bailey 
Hutchison launched a news 
conference in the wake of 
Stoltenberg's by saying that 
"we firmly disagree with 
President Macron's assess¬ 
ment of NATO.'Q 


EU court refers doubts on Polish judiciary to national court 



Poland's Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki, during his policy 
speech for his second term in office following October parlia¬ 
mentary elections, in Warsaw, Poland, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Associated Press ropean Union’s top court 

BRUSSELS (AP) — The Eu- ruled Tuesday that there 


are reasons to question the 
independence of a new 
judicial chamber in Poland 
that monitors and poten¬ 
tially punishes judges. 
However, the European 
Court of Justice left it to Po¬ 
land's highest court to de¬ 
termine whether the new 
Disciplinary Chamber is in¬ 
dependent. 

In Poland, both sides of the 
heated dispute around the 
ruling party's controversial 
changes to the country's 
judiciary declared victory 
upon hearing the verdict. 
The head of the Supreme 
Court, Malgorzata Gers- 
dorf, said the EU court 
clearly shared concerns 
over the new chamber, 
which is part of the Su¬ 


preme Court. She vowed 
action aiming to "restore 
trust" in Poland’s top court 
and its judicial bodies. 

The right-wing government, 
however, said the ruling, 
which referred the matter 
back to Poland's judges, 
was a clear sign that the 
EU court believes it has no 
jurisdiction to assess the 
justice systems of member 
nations. Poland’s ruling Law 
and Justice party has been 
voicing that opinion ever 
since it started to introduce 
changes to the judiciary 
when it took power in 2015. 
The EU court's ruling also 
implied there are questions 
about the independence 
of another top body in Po¬ 
land, the National Coun¬ 


cil of the Judiciary, which 
proposes judges for court 
positions and is supposed 
to protect their indepen¬ 
dence. 

Tuesday's ruling came in 
response to questions by 
Poland's Supreme Court 
regarding the legality of 
its Disciplinary Chamber, 
which was introduced by 
the ruling party. The cham¬ 
ber can potentially punish 
judges for failing in their 
jobs and in their behaviour. 
Many of those appointed 
to the chamber were rec¬ 
ommended by the ruling 
party, which has been con¬ 
demned by EU leaders for 
meddling in the country's le¬ 
gal system and threatening 
judicial independence^ 
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Germany's Merkel urges more investment in African nations 



German chancellor Angela Merkel speaks at the "G20 Invest¬ 
ment Summit - German Business and the CwA Countries 2019" 
on the sidelines of a Compact with Africa (CwA) in Berlin, Ger¬ 
many on Nov. 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By KIRSTEN GRIESHABER 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
on Tuesday urged more in¬ 
vestment in African coun¬ 
tries to improve their living 
standards and help pre¬ 
vent migrants from com¬ 
ing to Europe as part of the 
Compact with Africa initi¬ 
ated through the G20. 
Meeting with several Afri¬ 
can leaders and interna¬ 
tional partner organiza¬ 
tions, Merkel said that "we 
should do everything to co¬ 
operate with Africa, not to 
talk about Africa but to do 
something together." 

She welcomed Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah Al- 
Sisi along with leaders from 
Ethiopia, Benin, Ghana, 
Morocco, Tunisia and else¬ 
where. 

Both Europe and Africa will 


profit from European invest¬ 
ment but more transpar¬ 
ency in Africa is essential so 
that German companies 
will have enough trust to in¬ 
vest there, Merkel said. 
Instability and extremism, 
especially in the Sahel re¬ 
gion, also keep Western 
countries from further in¬ 
vestment in Africa, she said. 
Africa is "a continent with 
more opportunities than 
risks but there's still a lot to 
do," Merkel told ARD public 
television. 

The Compact with Africa 
was initiated in 2017 during 
Germany's presidency of 
the Group of 20 industrial¬ 
ized and developing na¬ 
tions. Twelve African coun¬ 
tries have joined the initia¬ 
tive: Benin, Burkina Faso, 
Ivory Coast, Egypt, Ethio¬ 
pia, Ghana, Guinea, Mo¬ 
rocco, Rwanda, Senegal, 


Togo and Tunisia. 

Working with the World 
Bank, International Mon¬ 
etary Fund and the African 
Development Bank, the 
goal is to bring about the 


conditions in African coun¬ 
tries needed to attract 
private investment. Those 
include economic stability 
and protection for invest¬ 
ments by fighting corrup¬ 


tion. 

Europe and Africa face 
many common challenges 
such as climate change, 
digitization and migration 
that need to be tackled to¬ 
gether, Merkel said. 
Germany, which took in 
more than one million mi¬ 
grants in 2015 and 2016, 
has been leading Europe¬ 
an efforts to prevent an¬ 
other surge with a strategy 
that includes focusing on 
development aid and oth¬ 
er support to address the 
root causes that prompt 
people to flee their home 
countries. 

Several global powers are 
pushing hard to exert more 
influence in Africa, taking 
advantage of the seem¬ 
ingly waning U.S. inter¬ 
est in the continent under 
President Donald Trump's 
administration. □ 


Sweden drops Assange rape investigation after 9 years 



In this Wednesday May 1, 2019 file photo, WikiLeaks founder Ju¬ 
lian Assange is taken from court, where he appeared on charg¬ 
es of jumping British bail seven years ago, in London. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID KEYTON 
Associated Press 
STOCKHOLM (AP) — Swe¬ 
den on Tuesday dropped 
its investigation into an al¬ 
leged rape by WikiLeaks 
founder Julian Assange, 
who is currently in prison in 
Britain, because too much 
time has elapsed since the 
accusation was made over 
nine years ago. 

Assange, who is battling an 
extradition attempt by the 
U.S. so he can face spy¬ 
ing charges related to his 
WikiLeaks work, has always 
denied the allegations 
made against him during a 
visit to Stockholm in August 
2010. 

"Nine years have gone," 
Swedish prosecutor Eve- 
Marie Persson said. "Time is 
a player in this. The oral evi¬ 
dence has weakened as a 
time has passed." 

Though the victim "submit¬ 
ted a credible and reliable 


version of events," Persson 
said "the memory fades for 
natural reasons." 

Still, Persson said her state¬ 
ments "have been coher¬ 
ent, extensive and de¬ 
tailed." 

The decision follows a ruling 
in June by a Swedish court 
that Assange should not be 
detained. Two months ear¬ 
lier, Assange was evicted 
from the Ecuador Embassy 
in London where he had 
been holed up for nearly 
seven years. He was im¬ 
mediately arrested and is 
currently serving a 50-week 
sentence in Britain for jump¬ 
ing bail in 2012. 

Kristinn Hrafnsson, WikiLe¬ 
aks editor-in-chief, said in a 
tweet that the focus should 
now move onto the "threat" 
that Assange has been 
"warning about for years: 
the belligerent prosecution 
of the United States and 
the threat it poses to the 


First Amendment." 

Swedish authorities have 
been investigating Assange 
since August 2010 when 
two women accused him 
of sexual offenses. Sweden 
then asked Britain to extra¬ 
dite Assange for question¬ 
ing, and in June 2012 he 
sought refuge in Ecuador's 


London embassy to avoid 
arrest. That request was 
granted two months later. 
After that, the investigation 
stalled. Swedish prosecu¬ 
tors dropped the case of 
alleged sexual misconduct 
when the statute of limita¬ 
tions ran out in 2015, leav¬ 
ing only the rape allega¬ 


tion. 

While denying the allega¬ 
tions in Sweden, he sought 
asylum for protection from 
possible extradition to the 
U.S. on charges. 

Ecuador withdrew As¬ 
sange's asylum status in 
April and Assange was ar¬ 
rested by British police. He 
was sentenced in May to 
50 weeks in prison for jump¬ 
ing bail in 2012. He remains 
in prison after authorities 
ruled he was a flight risk 
and faces an extradition 
hearing next year to the 
U.S. to face spying charges. 
There, the Australian faces 
an 18-count indictment in 
the Eastern District of Vir¬ 
ginia that accuses him of 
soliciting and publishing 
classified information and 
with conspiring with former 
Army intelligence analyst 
Chelsea Manning to crack 
a Defense Department 
computer password.Q 
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Israeli military says 4 rockets fired from Syria intercepted 



Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, left, looks across the table at his new Defence Minister 
Naftali Bennett, second right front, at the start of the the weekly cabinet meeting at hthe prime 
minister's Jerusalem office, Sunday, Nov. 17, 2019. 


By ARON HELLER 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — The Is¬ 
raeli military said it inter¬ 
cepted four incoming rock¬ 
ets from Syria on Tuesday 
and explosions were heard 
shortly after that in Damas¬ 
cus, a week after another 
Israeli strike targeted a top 
Palestinian militant in the 
Syrian capital. 

Israeli air defense systems 
captured the projectiles, 
the military said, and no 
harm was caused to Israeli 
communities in the Golan 
Heights after warning sirens 
awoke residents there early 
in the morning. There was 
no immediate official com¬ 
ment from Syria but the 
SANA state news agency 
reported explosions were 
heard near Damascus In¬ 
ternational Airport, indicat¬ 
ing a potential Israeli retal¬ 
iatory strike. The Israeli mili¬ 
tary would not comment 
on the explosions in Syria, 
but Defense Minister Naftali 
Bennett was convening the 
top military brass in Tel Aviv 
to discuss the latest devel¬ 
opments. 

Speaking on Israel Army 
Radio, Foreign Minister Isra¬ 
el Katz was equally vague, 
saying only that "Israel will 
act in the way it sees fit." 
The Britain-based Syr¬ 


ian Observatory for Human 
Rights said Israel targeted 
posts southwest of Damas¬ 
cus with five missiles, add¬ 
ing that Syrian air defenses 
shot down some of the mis¬ 
siles. The war monitor said 
Lebanon's Hezbollah fight¬ 
ers are active in the area 
that was struck and that 
there was no immediate 
word on casualties. 

The Observatory said the 
area targeted near Da¬ 
mascus is where the four 


missiles were fired from 
earlier toward the Golan 
Heights. 

The rare rocket fire comes 
a week after an Israeli air- 
strike against a top Pal¬ 
estinian militant based in 
Syria. Akram al-Ajouri, a 
member of the leadership 
of the militant Islamic Jihad 
group who is living in exile, 
survived the attack but his 
son and granddaughter 
were killed. 

Israel frequently strikes Irani- 


Associated Press 

an interests in Syria. But last 
week's airstrike appeared 
to be a rare assassination 
attempt of a Palestinian 
militant in the Syrian capi¬ 
tal. It came the same day 
as another Israeli airstrike 
killed a senior Islamic Jihad 
commander in Gaza, set¬ 
tling off the fiercest round 
of fighting there in years. 

It all comes amid height¬ 
ened tensions between 
Israel and Iranian proxies 
along its borders. Israeli 


Prime Minister Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu has issued a series 
of warnings recently about 
Iranian aggression through¬ 
out the Middle East. 

Iran has forces based in Syr¬ 
ia, Israel's northern neigh¬ 
bor, and supports Hezbol¬ 
lah militants in Lebanon. 
In Gaza, it supplies Islamic 
Jihad with cash, weapons 
and expertise. 

Netanyahu also has 
claimed Iran is using Iraq 
and far-off Yemen, where 
Tehran supports Shiite 
Houthi rebels at war with a 
Saudi-led coalition backing 
the government, to plan at¬ 
tacks against Israel. Hamas 
also receives some support 
from Iran. 

At the same time, Iran's re¬ 
gional influence is being 
challenged by unprece¬ 
dented, economically-driv¬ 
en mass protests in Iraq and 
Lebanon — two countries 
where Tehran wields major 
influence. The protests are 
creating unrest that Tehran 
fears would spark a back¬ 
lash against Iran-backed 
proxy militias in those coun¬ 
tries. 

Iran's Supreme Leader Aya¬ 
tollah Ali Khamenei has 
accused the U.S. and its 
regional allies of foment¬ 
ing the Iraq and Lebanon 
unrestO 


Ex-PM Sharif leaves Pakistan for medical treatment in London 



Supporters of Pakistan's ailing former Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif shout slogans at an airport in Lahore, Pakistan, Tuesday, 
Nov. 19,2019. ~ 


By ZAHEER BABAR 
MUNIR AHMED 
Associated Press 
LAHORE, Pakistan (AP) — 

Pakistan's ailing former 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, 
who was convicted of cor¬ 
ruption, left the country on 


Associated Press 

Tuesday to travel to Lon¬ 
don for medical treatment. 
The 69-year-old Sharif, who 
served three times as prime 
minister but fell from grace 
after the Supreme Court 
ousted him from office over 
corruption allegations two 


years ago, has had a his¬ 
tory of health problems, in¬ 
cluding heart disease. 

He departed on a specially 
equipped medical plane 
from the Pakistani city of 
Lahore, after a court grant¬ 
ed him permission to leave 
for four weeks abroad for 
medical treatment. His 
conviction was earlier sus¬ 
pended for eight weeks on 
medical grounds. 

Local television stations 
broadcast footage of Sharif 
being helped by one of his 
brothers and another man 
to board the plane, which 
was then shown in the air 
after takeoff. 

Sharif's younger brother 
Shahbaz Sharif, who is the 
head of Pakistan Muslim 
League opposition party, is 
accompanying him along 
with his physician Adnan 
Khan. 


Nawaz Sharif has always 
maintained his innocence 
and denied the corruption 
charges that prompted 
the country's top court to 
remove him from office in 
July 2017. He claims he has 
been politically victimized. 
Elections that followed that 
year ushered in the gov¬ 
ernment of Imran Khan, 
who has vowed to root out 
corruption. Sharif was ear¬ 
lier this year sentenced to 
seven years in prison. After 
his health deteriorated last 
month, he was rushed from 
his prison cell to a hospital 
in Lahore where he later 
suffered a minor heart at¬ 
tack. 

Khan on Monday dismissed 
all speculation about a po¬ 
litical deal to allow Sharif 
to leave and reaffirmed his 
intention to fight corrup¬ 
tion. He said Sharif's brother 


had made a personal ap¬ 
peal and that he could 
not stand in the way of 
medical treatment for his 
ailing predecessor. Sharif's 
party has blamed Khan's 
government for impos¬ 
ing a heavy bail bond on 
the former premier, a sum 
that was later overturned 
by the authorities, allowing 
Sharif to leave. His permit 
for four weeks abroad can 
be extended if he isn't well 
enough to travel back. He 
entered politics as a prote¬ 
ge of dictator Gen. Zia ul- 
Haq, who seized power in 
a military coup in 1977 and 
appointed Sharif finance 
minister for the province of 
Punjab. Sharif's first stint as 
prime minister, from 1990 
to 1993, ended when then- 
President Ghulam Ishaq 
Khan dismissed him amid 
corruption allegations. Q 
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Sri Lanka's new president may struggle to form government 



In this Nov. 13, 2019, file photo, Sri Lanka's former defense 
secretary and presidential candidate Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
attends a rally in Homagama, on the outskirts of Colombo, Sri 
Lanka. 


By KRISHAN FRANCIS 
Associated Press 
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) 

— Sri Lanka's newly elect¬ 
ed president, Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa, may struggle 
to consolidate his victory. 
With many executive pow¬ 
ers clipped and the opposi¬ 
tion in control of a powerful 
Parliament, the former de¬ 
fense official who inspires 
respect but also fear may 
have difficulty assembling 
a government. 

Rajapaksa, who is credited 
with helping end the coun¬ 
try's long civil war, com¬ 
fortably won Saturday's 
presidential election with 
about 52% of the ballots. 
But minorities largely voted 
for his opponent, fearing his 
return to power because 
of allegations of wartime 
human rights violations 
against him. 

When Rajapaksa was 


sworn in as Sri Lanka's sev¬ 
enth president on Monday, 
he said he would form his 
own government. 

"I am the executive presi¬ 
dent of this country. I will 
not hesitate to use my 


Associated Press 

executive power for the 
benefit of the country," Ra¬ 
japaksa said. "I will form a 
new government that can 
implement my policies." 

But that depends on 
whether Prime Minister Ra- 


nil Wickremesinghe loses a 
no-confidence vote or re¬ 
signs, allowing Parliament 
to choose a new prime 
minister. 

Rajapaksa faces legal bar¬ 
riers in appointing a gov¬ 
ernment because of a 2015 
constitutional amendment 
that curtails the powers 
of the presidency that fol¬ 
lowed an unsuccessful bid 
for reelection by his broth¬ 
er, ex-President Mahinda 
Rajapaksa. 

The president can appoint 
or fire ministers only on the 
advice of the prime minis¬ 
ter — whom the president 
has no power to remove — 
and can't hold any ministry 
portfolios. 

Rajapaksa can legally dis¬ 
solve Parliament only next 
March, six months before its 
term ends. 

Wickremesinghe's party is 
in discussions on its future 


course and says it recogniz¬ 
es the mandate Rajapaksa 
received, but that it has 
not yet decided whether 
to clear the way. 

"The mandate is so over¬ 
whelming that it is difficult 
for the Ranil Wickremesing¬ 
he government to survive 
anymore," said analyst 
and independent journalist 
Kusal Perera. 

Several Cabinet ministers 
have already resigned af¬ 
ter the governing party's 
defeat. 

The parliamentary speak¬ 
er's office said in a state¬ 
ment that party leaders 
and lawmakers are dis¬ 
cussing different options 
including a voluntary dis¬ 
solution of Parliament with 
the support of two-thirds of 
its members or allowing Ra¬ 
japaksa to appoint a care¬ 
taker government to func¬ 
tion until March. a 


15 killed, 9 injured in northern China coal mine explosion 


Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — A gas ex¬ 
plosion inside a coal mine 
in northern China has killed 
15 miners and left another 
nine injured, authorities 
said Tuesday. The blast oc¬ 
curred Monday afternoon 
at a mine operated by the 
local Feng Yan Group in 
Shanxi province's Pingyao 
county. Rescue work was 
halted early Tuesday morn¬ 
ing after everyone was ac¬ 
counted for. 

The Shanxi provincial work 
safety administration said 
11 miners escaped without 


injury and the cause of the 
explosion was being inves¬ 
tigated. While relatively 
small in scale, the mine had 
been cited last year for fail¬ 
ure to provide adequate 
training for workers. Gas ex¬ 
plosions in mines usually oc¬ 
cur when volatile methane, 
also known as coal gas, is 
not properly ventilated af¬ 
ter leaking from the seam. 
At a high concentration, 
the gas can be ignited by a 
simple spark, open flame or 
electrical equipment, set¬ 
ting off second explosions 
of coal dust in the air. Such 


a scenario was blamed for 
the world's deadliest min¬ 
ing accident, at the Benx- 
ihu, or Honkeiko, colliery in 
northeastern China's Liaon¬ 
ing province in 1942 while it 
was under Japanese mili¬ 
tary management. China's 
mines have long been the 
world's deadliest, account¬ 
ing for about 80% of all 
mining deaths globally. A 
drop in the price of coal, 
safety improvements, bet¬ 
ter training and the closure 
of smaller mines have re¬ 
duced the toll considerably 
in recent years.Q 



In this photo released by China's Xinhua News Agency, rescuers 
enter a coal mine that was the site of a gas explosion in Pingyao 
county in northern China's Shanxi Province, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 
2019. 

Associated Press 
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Brazilian police seek arrest of Paraguay ex-President Cartes 



V 


In this Aug. 21,2017 file photo, then Paraguay's President Horacio 
Cartes stands for the playing of his country's national anthem 
during a welcome ceremony at the Planalto Presidential Palace, 
in Brasilia, Brazil. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID BILLER 

Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

Brazilian police are seeking 
the arrest of Paraguay's ex- 
President Horacio Cartes as 
part of an investigation into 
money laundering. 

On Tuesday, Brazilian au¬ 
thorities alleged Cartes 
provided $500,000 to a 
criminal organization at the 
request of Dario Messer, a 
Brazilian associate who was 
then a fugitive facing cor¬ 
ruption charges, prosecu¬ 
tors told reporters. 

Messer informed Cartes 
that he needed the funds 
to pay for legal fees and "it 
was shown that money was 
in fact made available," 
prosecutor Jose Augusto 
Vagos said. 

Brazilian authorities say 
they have asked Interpol to 
put out a red notice for the 


arrest of Cartes. Interpol 
didn't immediately respond 
to a request for information. 
The former president re¬ 
mains in Paraguay and is 
"at ease because he had 
no commercial ties to Dario 
Messer," his lawyer, Carlos 
Palacios, told the Associ¬ 


ated Press. 

Earlier this year, Brazilian 
police arrested Messer, the 
alleged leader of a group 
of Brazilian illicit money 
changers who delivered 
bribes as part of the "Car 
Wash" kickback scheme, 
the biggest corruption 


scandal in Brazil's history. 
The sprawling Car Wash in¬ 
vestigation since 2014 has 
roiled not only Brazil's busi¬ 
ness and political elite, but 
also spread to neighboring 
countries. The probe re¬ 
vealed the scope of cor¬ 
ruption and cozy relation¬ 
ships between the public 
and private sectors. 

"In Paraguay, there are no 
untouchables. Everyone 
should be accountable," 
Paraguay's President Mario 
Abdo Benitez told reporters 
on Tuesday, adding that he 
would evaluate the Brazil¬ 
ian authorities' accusations 
against Cartes. 

Cartes, 63, amassed a for¬ 
tune with two dozen com¬ 
panies acting in all sorts of 
industries, including tobac¬ 
co, banking, soccer and 
soft drinks. He parlayed that 
influence into a presidential 


run, and served a five-year 
term through 2018. Cartes 
often denied accusations 
that his wealth was fed by 
money laundering, ciga¬ 
rette smuggling and drug 
trafficking. 

Cartes has called Messer his 
"soul brother," while Messer 
referred to him as "Boss," 
prosecutors said. They are 
still evaluating whether 
Cartes' alleged participa¬ 
tion in the criminal orga¬ 
nization was temporary 
when providing the funds 
to Messer, or a permanent 
fixture of the group. 

Brazilian authorities sought 
Cartes' preventative im¬ 
prisonment on the basis 
that he could continue to 
finance the criminal orga¬ 
nization, particularly mem¬ 
bers who haven't yet been 
identified, said prosecutor 
Marisa Ferrari. □ 


1 killed in violence near Bolivian fuel plant 



An Army helicopter flies over the road leading to the state-own 
Senkata filling gas plant in El Alto, on the outskirts of La Paz, 
Bolivia, as supporters of former President Evo Morales set up 
barricades, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By NATACHA PISARENKO 
Associated Press 
El ALTO, Bolivia (AP) — Se¬ 
curity forces in Bolivia on 
Tuesday launched an op¬ 
eration to supply gasoline 
from a major fuel plant that 
had been blockaded by 
supporters of former Presi¬ 
dent Evo Morales. 

At least one person was 
killed and eight were in¬ 
jured during the operation 
in the city of El Alto, near La 
Paz, the public defender's 
office and a hospital said. 
The circumstances of the 
violence were not imme¬ 
diately clear, though an 


Associated Press journalist 
in the area heard shooting 
near the fuel plant. 

Smoke rose from fires set 
by protesters and a military 
helicopter was seen flying 
over the area. The public 
defender's office identified 
the man who was killed as 
31-year-old Deybi Posto 
Cusi. Some Bolivian cities 
have reported food and 
gasoline shortages be¬ 
cause of demonstrations 
by pro-Morales groups. The 
operation by security forc¬ 
es was aimed at restoring 
the supply of fuel to com¬ 
munities. 


Victor Hugo Zamora, the 
hydrocarbons minister, told 
ATB television that 23 tank¬ 
er trucks were able to load 
up on fuel at the plant after 
days of blockades. Morales 
resigned on Nov. 10 follow¬ 
ing a disputed election and 
massive protests by Boliv¬ 
ians who believe he rigged 
the vote. He left for asylum 
in Mexico. About two-doz¬ 
en people have been killed 
in unrest since the Oct. 20 
election. An interim gov¬ 
ernment says it wants to or¬ 
ganize new elections, but 
it faces fierce opposition 
from Morales' camp.Q 


Haiti mourns 5 people killed during ongoing protests 


By EVENS SANON 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— Wails filled a church in 
Haiti's capital on Tuesday 
during funeral services for 
five people killed in anti¬ 
government protests that 
began more than two 
months ago. 

Among those killed was 
15-year-old Jasmine Pierre, 
whose father told The As¬ 
sociated Press that she was 
hit inside their home by a 
stray bullet when police be¬ 
gan firing at protesters. 
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Protesters carry a coffin that contain the remains of a protester, 
past a burning vehicle, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Nov. 
19 , 2019 . 

Associated Press 


'This really hurts," said her 
father, Macene Pierre. "I 
lost my little girl. I don't know 
what I'm going to do." 
Hundreds of people at¬ 
tended the funerals for 
Pierre and four men, three 
of whom were allegedly 
shot by police while partici¬ 
pating in the protests. 

The fourth victim, 25-year- 
old Bernard Vaudreuil, was 
working as a moto taxi 
driver when he was shot, 
said cousin Marie-Ange La¬ 
roche. "He was not involved 
in the turmoil," she said. "He 


was just trying to survive." 
More than 40 people have 
been killed and dozens 
injured in more than two 
months of demonstrations 
organized by opposition 
leaders demanding the res¬ 
ignation of President Jove- 
nel Moi'se amid anger over 
corruption, ballooning infla¬ 
tion and a scarcity of basic 
goods. The protests have 
shuttered many business¬ 
es and schools across the 
country as MoTse continues 
to urge dialogue after stat¬ 
ing he won't resign..□ 
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Children are a blessing 


ORANJESTAD — Universal Children’s Day is 
important. Why? Because today is the day you look 
at your child and be aware of all other children 
in the world and their life. This day you give more 
importance to the rights of each child and the 
blessing this young person is. United Nations 
established Universal Children’s Day in 1954 to 
improve children’s welfare, promote togetherness 
and create awareness worldwide. 

Children are entitled to have rights and therefore 
November 20th is an important date. It is the date 
in 1959 when the UN General Assembly adopted 
the Declaration of the Rights of the Child. It is also 
the date in 1989 when the UN General assembly 
adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Therefore this year is extra special as it marks 30 
years of the Convention on the Rights of the Child - 
30 years of child rights that have helped transform 
children’s lives around the world. 

Babies of Aruba Today & Bon Dia 

No matter their age, children will always be their 
mother’s baby. Our ‘(grand) mama’s’ working at 
Aruba Today and Bon Dia are proud to show their 
babies to you and express their love for them. The 
pictures with this article gallery presents to you the 
children of some of our colleagues. □ 


“There can be no keener 
revelation of a society’s soul 
than the way in which it treats its 
children.’’ 


— Nelson Mandela , Former 
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Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease 
Management Update for the Dutch 
Caribbean 

KRALENDIJK, BONAIRE — Since 2014, a new coral disease has been spreading through 
the reefs of the Caribbean. Known as Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease (SCTLD), this dis¬ 
ease appears to be fast spreading and extremely lethal to the corals that are suscep¬ 
tible to it. In August a meeting was organized by MPA Connect where experts met to 
discuss lessons learned from Florida’s management of this disease and discuss best 
practices for identifying and treating infected corals for the future. 



These results have been summarized in DCNA’s Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease Manage¬ 
ment Letter for the Dutch Caribbean. The capacity building efforts done throughout the 
Caribbean was presented at the yearly Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries Institute (GCFI) 
meeting this month in the Dominican Republic by Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance 
(DCNA)’s director Tadzio Bervoets. 

The Disease 

A new coral disease was first identified off the coast of Florida in 2014. Since then, it has 
spread throughout much of the Caribbean, including Mexico, Jamaica, Sint Maarten, 
Sint Eustatius, the Dominican Republic, and the U.S. Virgin Islands (AGGRA, 2019). This 
disease is known as SCTLD, nicknamed “skittle-D”. To date STCLD has only been seen in 
stony corals and causes significant tissue loss within affected hosts. This disease spreads 
fast and can have devastating effects on the reef if not treated immediately (Florida 
DEP, 2019). Dr. Andy Bruckner, Research Coordinator at Florida Keys National Marine 
Sanctuary stated “Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease affects some of the slowest-growing 
and longest-lived reef-building corals , including the iconic brain corals, star corals and 
pillar corals.’’ 

Symptoms 

When a coral contracts SCTLD it begins with visible lesions which spread out from around 
the host’s edge. Here the coral tissue can become detached or completely removed, 
which leaves the coral structure as a bare skeleton typically covered in algae within a 
week (Florida DEP, 2018). This disease has been document in over 20 different species 
of coral, including five species listed under the Endangered Species Act (Florida DEP, 
2019). Onset appears to infect highly susceptible species first. The disease spreads 
rapidly with total mortality of infected specimens ranging between 1 week to 2 months 



Photo credit PIC 1: K. Neely- (copyrights reserved) 

(AGGRA, 2019). Typically, a month after the disease has 
been reported in highly susceptible species, it begins to 
infect intermediately susceptible species. Within these 
species, smaller colonies have been seen to die off over 
the course of months and larger colonies have been 
seen to host the disease for years without suffering com¬ 
plete mortality. 

Transmission 

It is now believed the SCTLD is transmitted through direct 
contact and water circulation (Reef Resilience, 2019). To 
minimize its spread, officials are now recommending ex¬ 
treme caution for divers around infected corals, and urge 
divers to fully decontaminate their gear between dive 
sites to avoid spreading the disease (Florida DEP, 2019). 
In addition, it is strongly encouraged that if a coral is sus¬ 
pected of being infected, it should be reported to the 
appropriate authority immediately for immediate action 
(Florida DEP 2019). 

Knowledge Sharing 

On August 1st of this year, a group of 22 experts from 17 
countries met in Key West, Florida to share information 
and discuss how to best manage SCTLD outbreaks (GCFI, 
2019). Participants were able to work directly with lead¬ 
ing SCTLD experts from Florida and learn how to properly 
identify the disease and manage infected corals effec¬ 
tively. Florida has had positive results treating infected 
corals with a variety of antibiotic regimes; however, this 
is still being tested and regulatory frameworks concern¬ 
ing the use of such treatments varies between countries 
(Reef Resilience, 2019). During the 2019 Gulf and Carib¬ 
bean Fisheries Institute (GCFI) meeting this month DCNA 
director Tadzio Bervoets presented the various capacity 
building efforts done in the region through the MPA Con¬ 
nect/ GCFI network, giving marine resource managers 
the means necessary to respond to the disease. Bervoets 
also presented the Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease Man¬ 
agement Letter for the Dutch Caribbean which provides 
Marine Resource Managers in the Dutch Caribbean the 
information necessary to preparade for, monitor and re¬ 
spond to the disease. 

Protecting the Future 

With harsher environmental conditions stressing corals, 
these species will continue to become more susceptible 
to disease in the future. SCTLD is of particular concern as 
it appears to be long lasting, wide ranging, highly con¬ 
tagious for a large number of slow growing, reef building 
species and has been seen to result in total colony mor¬ 
tality once infected (Martinelli, 2019). Increasing public 
awareness and proper diving practices will be crucial 
for managing this disease. Researchers are continuing 
to test intervention methods to minimize mortality rates 
and prevent further infection. Until this disease is better 
understood, it is crucial for divers and researchers to care¬ 
fully track its progression. If you believe you've spotted 
an infected coral, please report the date, GPS location, 
and if possible, a photograph, to your local marine park 
authority. Q 





■TfeDAy 


LOCAL I A15 


WEDNESDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2019 


Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 




Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


— WIN A SHARE OF UP TO — 

IP®® Bd to Skfl 

Every Wednesday 110am to Midnight 

Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. Win $20 to $100 
in Free Slot Play, Play up to five times each Wednesday 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I Bnskin-Robhins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-Glass I Curated Lab I Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard 1 The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


Open daily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd#47 
583.5000 | cosmeaihambra.com 

Play Kasflflrtiihly. ViLit wvw.gfarfAliiurian'irrnaus.ari if you or »mwri# yn» know hn u caiubling prablim. 


Hand4Addicts gives with Thanksgiving 


ORANJESTAD — On November 24th the Han- 
d4Addicts foundation will be holding their 
monthly event to help the addicts. This will be 
their Thanksgiving Edition. 


Hand4Addicts is a foundation consisting of a 
group of volunteers who help the addicted 
in Oranjestad. The help they provide is giving 
them warm meals, clean clothes, a chance to 



bathe and to get a haircut once a month. This 
way they wish to make the addicts feel that 
they are still part of the community and have 
the right to be treated with humanity. The foun¬ 
dation wants to change the way our commu¬ 
nity views and interacts with the people who 
struggle with addictions. They are also some¬ 
one’s friend or family member and many times 
their basic needs are neglected. This is where 
Hand4Addicts comes in. 

The foundation is a non-profit organization that 
does not receive any help from the govern¬ 
ment. They are completely dependent on do- 
nations_ with most coming from our everyday 
people. They welcome all sorts of donations 
such as hygiene products, clothing, shoes, tow¬ 
els etc. 

On Sunday, November 24th, 2019 the founda¬ 
tion will hold an event called “Thanksgiving Edi¬ 
tion.” This will take place in front of the former 
Hotel Central in Oranjestad, starting at 10:30 
AM. Here the clients will get their usual haircuts, 
shower, clean clothes and something to eat. 
Hand4Addicts needs your help to make this 
possible.. 

Do you know a Barber who wants to help? 

Is there someone who is willing to donate a 
cake? 

Do you have clothing or shoes left you are not 
wearing? 

Any canned food you don't use? 



All donations are welcome. 


For more information on how to lend a helping 
hand to this foundation please call +297 593- 
1816 /592-9224, email them at hand4addicts@ 
gmail.com or check out their Facebook page 
Hand4AddictsO 
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Open-air movie night at Aruba’s National Park 



ST. CRUZ - Fundacion Parke 
Nacional Aruba (FPNA) 
meaning Foundation Na¬ 
tional Park Aruba organizes 
an open-air movie night to 
create awareness and to 
educate the public about 
nature. This night is also a 
night to enjoy and experi¬ 
ence watching a movie 
under a sky full of stars. You 
are invited to join the fun 
this Saturday, November 
23rd. 


FPNA had movie nights in 
their program on a regular 
basis this year and Satur¬ 
day will be the last edition 
of 2019. This is your chance 
to connect with nature and 
gain knowledge about na¬ 
ture. At 7:30PM two epi¬ 
sodes of the documentary 
‘Nature’s Great Events’ will 
be shown. The BBC docu¬ 
mentary will show ‘The 
Great Melt’ in the first epi¬ 
sode about the impact of 



the climate chance on 
the different species world¬ 
wide and the pressure this 
causes for them to survive. 
The second episode is 
called ‘The Great Salmon 
Run’ and focusses on the 
road of the salmon to get 


from the place they were 
born to the place where 
they lay their eggs. 

FNPA invites the commu¬ 
nity to join and enjoy this 
evening in nature about 
nature. The entrance is free 


and there is also opportuni¬ 
ty to buy drinks and snacks. 

For more information 
please call +297 585- 1234 
or visit the Facebook; 
https ://www.facebook. 
com/arikoknationalpark. Q 



SAY THANK YOU IN 
ARUBA TODAY 


ORANJESTAD — Aruba Today gives you the opportunity to 
express your gratitude to your blessings. Send us a small 
Thanksgiving message (maximum 10 words) with/without 
picture and we will publish it in our edition on Thanksgiv¬ 
ing Day, November 22nd. Please email to: news@aruba- 
today.com. Thank you for supporting our free newspaper, 
we strive to make you a happy reader every day. 

Please do note: By submitting photos, text or any other 
materials, you give permission to The Aruba Today News¬ 
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials, as well as names, like¬ 
ness, etc. for promotional purposes without compensa¬ 
tion. 

What Is It About? 

Thanksgiving 2019 is on Thursday November 28th, the day 
before Black Friday. Thanksgiving Day traditionally kicks 
off the 'holiday season' in the United States. The day was 
set in stone by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1939 and 
approved by Congress in 1941. FDR changed it from 
Abraham Lincoln's designation as the last Thursday in No¬ 
vember (because there are sometimes five Thursdays in 
the month). 

Many Americans think it of it as just as important as Christ¬ 
mas. In fact, more people in the US celebrate Thanksgiv¬ 
ing than they do Christmas. Thanksgiving Day is a secu¬ 
lar holiday in a country that officially separates church 
and state so this probably makes sense. Thanksgiving can 
be traced back to 1621 where refugees from England, 
known as Pilgrims, invited the local Native Americans to a 
harvest feast after they experienced a successful season 
of produce growth. But it wasn't just the economic drive 
that allowed the Pilgrims to prosper. It was their devotion 
to God and His laws. And that's what Thanksgiving is re¬ 
ally all about. The Pilgrims recognized that everything we 
have is a gift from God - even our sorrows. Their Thanks¬ 
giving tradition was established to honor God and thank 
Him for His blessings and His grace.Q 
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A weekly calendar with a selection of what’s going on in Aruba 


Wednesday 20 
Breaking the Silence! 
Fashion with a cause 

• Experience a fashion 
show themed 
BREAKING THE 
SILENCE which will 
be filled with tons 
of surprises! Local 
and International 
designers alike will 
showcase their latest 
fashion in clothing 
and accessories on a 
San Nicolas. 



one day fashion event right on the streets of 


• 7PM - 11 PM 


• Theaterstraat, San Nicolas 

• Facebook ArtFashion 



Thursday 21 

Jordan Winery Meet & Greet 

• Meet with Mr. Brad Butcher of 
Jordan Vineyard & Winery who 
will be on hand to speak about 
what makes Jordan such a 
shining example of Russian River 
Valley and Alexander Valley 

in Sonoma County. Sample 
the current vintages of Jordan 
Chardonnay and Cabernet 
Sauvignon. This is a free event. 
Space is limited. RSVP. 

• 6PM-7PM 


• Ponton 75A, Oranjestad 

• Facebook H&H Fine Wines and 
Spirits 


Friday 22 

Aruba Art fair 2019 

• 3 days of live paintings, 100+ 
exhibitions, 10 murals, galleries, food 
& music. Come and experience art, 
culture and movement at the Art 
Rising City of Aruba San Nicolas. 

• 6PM 

• San Nicolas 

• Facebook Cas di Cultura - Aruba Art 
Fair 




Saturday 23 

Movies for All- Frozen II 

• Movies for All is a sensory 
friendly program that allows kids 
and adults with autism, down 
syndrome or any other special 
need to enjoy their favorite 
movies in a safe and accepting 
environment with the lights 
turned slightly up and the sound 
turned slightly down. 

• 1PM 

• Caribbean Cinemas Aruba 

• Facebook Palm Beach Plaza 



Sunday 24 
Breakfast Walk 

• Join the 5km Breakfast Walk of the Children Home Imeldahof. 
Enjoy some quality time and at the same time contribute to a 
great cause. 

• 6AM 

• Imeldahof, Noord (next to St. Anna church) 

• Facebook Stichting Kinderhuis Imeldahof 



Monday 25 

Bike Day 

• The foundation One Happy Bike Island promotes cycling in Aruba 
and organizes the One Happy Bike Week in November 2019. 
Today is the day to bike to school, work or just for fun! 

• If you do not have a bike, take one of the self-service rental 
stations in the streets. 

• All around the island there are mountain/trail biking routes for a 
leisurely ride on a street bike or a thrilling, adrenaline-pumping trail 
ride through the countryside. 

• Facebook Aruba One Happy Bike Island Foundation 



Tuesday 26 
Taco Tuesday’s 

• Every Tuesday Lola is slinging 
crazy specials your way! Try this 
week's Carnita special 

• 5PM-1AM 

• Next to Craft bar at Palm Beach 

• Facebook: Lola Taqueria 
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In this Saturday, June 1, 2019 
file photo, Lexi Thompson 
misses a birdie on the eighth 
green during the third round 
of the U.S. Women’s Open golf 
tournament in Charleston, S.C. 

Associated Press 

lexi 

Thompson 
wants 
golf, life 
to be 
positive 

By DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

NAPLES, Fla. (AP) — One 

of the rookies on the LPGA 
Tour next year was asked 
which player she admired 
when she started getting 
serious about golf. 

She mentioned Lexi 
Thompson. 

“It kind of makes me feel 
old. I'm 24," Thompson 
said when told this, her 
smile a mixture of disbelief 
and pride. “For somebody 
to say I was a role model, 
that’s awesome.” 

This wasn’t her best year 
on the LPGA Tour, with only 
one victory. That came 
one week after Thompson 
began the final round of 
the U.S. Women’s Open 
one shot out of the lead, 
started with three bogeys 
in four holes and never 
caught up. 


Continued on Page 22 



Bolts ’ season on Imnk aff qfrnfiq re 
close-game^woe&mMexico 


Los Angeles Chargersi runnin g backfMelvin Gordon, ?above, 
leops over Konsos City ^ Ch iefs strong safety Tyrann Mathieu 
during the first half of an tJFL football game Monday, Nov. 18, 
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2019, in Mexico City 


Associated Press 
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Capitals brace for Hathaway to be suspended for spitting 



Washington Capitals right wing Garnet Hathaway (21) fights 
Anaheim Ducks center Derek Grant (38) during the second 
period of an NHL hockey game, Monday, Nov. 18, 2019, in 
Washington. 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer 
ARLINGTON, Va. (AP) — 

Garnet Hathaway was 
ejected for spitting on an 
opponent and now the 
Washington Capitals wing¬ 
er may have to swallow 
more punishment from the 
NHL. 

Hathaway was given a 
match penalty for spitting 
on Anaheim defenseman 
Erik Gudbranson in a brawl 
during the Capitals' 5-2 vic¬ 
tory Monday. That carries 
with it an automatic sus¬ 
pension pending a review 
by the NHL, and it is likely 
the Capitals won't have 
Hathaway in the lineup 
Wednesday night in New 
York against the Rangers. 
There is little precedent 
for Hathaway’s actions, 
other than the part of the 
rulebook that deems it 
worthy of an ejection and 
the league's process of 
having its hockey opera¬ 
tions department review 
each match penalty. Bos¬ 
ton's Brad Marchand was 
warned during the playoffs 
last spring about licking op¬ 
ponents but was not sus¬ 
pended. 

A decision from the 
league's hockey opera¬ 
tions department could 
come as late as Wednes¬ 
day morning. 

"You never want to sit and 
leave guys hanging and 
not be able to help out," 
Hathaway said. "It would 
be unfortunate if I wasn't 
(playing), but they are 
a team that can handle 
themselves and not wor¬ 
ried about them in the out¬ 
comes of games." 

A day after drawing scorn 
from Gudbranson and 
the Ducks and generating 
buzz for spitting, Hatha¬ 
way reiterated his remorse 
about the incident that 
took place late in the sec¬ 
ond period. 

"I regret doing it," Hatha¬ 
way said. "I didn't have any 
arms free and made an 
emotional decision that I 
wish I didn't, but right now I 
am trying to move on from 
it and there is nothing that I 
can do but apologize." 
Hathaway has been a 
strong addition for the 
Capitals, putting up two 
goals and five assists and 


adding some grit that was 
missing last season. Now 
they'll likely have to com¬ 
pensate for his absence for 
at least a game, if not Ion- 
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ger. 

"I don't think anyone needs 
to step up and be Garnet 
Hathaway," forward Tra¬ 
vis Boyd said. "We got guys 


who will do that stuff. May¬ 
be someone has to pick up 
a little bit of physicality for 
the night, or someone else 
has to go out there and get 
a couple of hits. Ultimately, 
we'll see what happens 
with him, and well hope to 
get him back as soon as we 
can." Washington is right up 
against the $81.5 million 
salary cap ceiling and has 
the minimum of 18 healthy 
skaters on the roster. Be¬ 
cause of that, coach Todd 
Reirden said there would 
be some roster moves to 
make sure his team has a 
full lineup in New York. 
"We're really trying to find 
every possible option to 
stay away from playing 
short," Reirden said. "That 
may happen one day, too, 
but certainly trying to find 


every way possible. We 
want to give ourselves the 
best chance we can, and 
that's to have a full com¬ 
plement of players." 

Winger Carl Hagelin has 
missed six games with an 
undisclosed upper body in¬ 
jury, and center Nic Dowd 
has missed the past three 
with a deep cut on his left 
hand. Hagelin skated in 
a no-contact jersey Tues¬ 
day, while Dowd remains 
out with an injury Reirden 
cryptically called "a little bit 
more serious than we an¬ 
ticipated." 

The Capitals could put 
Hagelin or Dowd on long¬ 
term injured list to save cap 
space, though that would 
necessitate either player 
missing a total of 10 games 
and 24 daysO 













Mahomes, Chiefs hold off Chargers 24-17 in Mexico City 



Los Angeles Chargers quarterback Philip Rivers, center, is sacked by Kansas City Chiefs defensive 
end Frank Clark (55) and defensive tackle Joey Ivie (93) during the second half of an NFL football 
game Monday, Nov. 18, 2019, in Mexico City. 


By GREG BEACHAM 
AP Sports Writer 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Nearly 
everything about this Mon¬ 
day night game felt foreign 
to Patrick Mahomes and 
the Kansas City Chiefs, from 
the gasp-inducing altitude 
of raucous Azteca Stadi¬ 
um to the struggles of their 
powerhouse offense. 
Mahomes loved the expe¬ 
rience, but didn't love how 
his offense played. The 
Chiefs’ defense picked it 
up time and again, culmi¬ 
nating in the final pick that 
sent them all back home as 
winners. 

"We kept that confidence 
all game long," Mahomes 
said. "We knew that some¬ 
one was going to make a 
play to win the game." 
Daniel Sorensen snared 
Philip Rivers' fourth intercep¬ 
tion at the goal line with 18 
seconds to play, and the 
Chiefs stayed on top of the 
AFC West with a 24-17 vic¬ 
tory over the Los Angeles 
Chargers. 

Mahomes passed for 182 
yards and hit Travis Kelce 
for his only touchdown, 
while LeSean McCoy and 
Darrel Williams rushed for 
touchdowns as the Chiefs 
(7-4) hung on to win the 
fourth regular-season NFL 
game played in Mexico 
despite being held to 310 
yards of offense. They also 
survived a few problems 
with Azteca's grass field 
and a one-sided first half 
favoring the Chargers (4-7), 
who racked up 312 yards 
without a touchdown. 

After throwing his second 
interception of the season 
in the first half, Mahomes 
led two sharp scoring 
drives in the third quarter 
with help from Kelce, who 
caught seven passes for 
92 yards. Mahomes also 
led the Chiefs with 59 yards 
rushing while his defense 
— which had only six inter¬ 
ceptions all season coming 


into Mexico City — held Los 
Angeles to eight points in 
the second half. 

But the win still wasn't 
assured until Sorensen 
grabbed Rivers' under¬ 
thrown pass to Austin Ekeler 
at the goal line to secure 
the Chiefs' 10th win over 
Los Angeles in 11 meetings. 
"I was real proud of our 
defense for the job that 
they did," Chiefs coach 
Andy Reid said. "Four take¬ 
aways, so for the guys that 
intercepted the football 
and then helped create 
the turnovers, I'm proud of 
those guys." 

Rivers passed for 353 yards 
during his first four-intercep¬ 
tion game since Novem¬ 
ber 2016 for the Chargers, 
whose playoff hopes are 
nearly dead after five loss¬ 
es in seven games. Keenan 
Allen caught his first TD pass 
since Week 3 in the third 
quarter, but the Chargers 
had three inept drives in 
the scoreless fourth quarter. 
On the Bolts' last gasp, Mike 
Williams made a spectacu¬ 
lar 50-yard catch with 44 


seconds to play. Los An¬ 
geles reached the Kansas 
City 14 before Rivers' final 
mistake. 

"He went out and he gave 
it his all," Chargers coach 
Anthony Lynn said of Rivers. 
"He made some mistakes, 
and he understands that. 
But I thought he did some 
good things and put us 
in positions where we did 
move the ball down the 
field." 

Rivers, who turns 38 next 
month, has thrown seven 
interceptions in the Char¬ 
gers' last two games, giving 
him 14 this season — more 
than every quarterback in 
the NFL except Jameis Win¬ 
ston. 

"It's a football game," Rivers 
said. "If you could just pick 
and choose and never 
throw them ever, I would 
choose to throw zero. But 
it's hurting us right now. I just 
need to cut them out." 

One year after the NFL 
called off a game at Az¬ 
teca Stadium on short no¬ 
tice because of poor field 
conditions, these teams 
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played an entertaining 
game in the 7,200-foot el¬ 
evation and on the Azteca 
grass, which yielded sev¬ 
eral significant divots from 
sharp stops or changes of 
direction. 

The Rams and Chiefs were 
scheduled to play here last 
season, but severe dam¬ 
age to the turf field com¬ 
pelled the NFL to relocate 
the game to Los Angeles 
on six days' notice. 

Azteca removed its hybrid 
turf and installed natural 
grass this year, and the field 
had been untouched since 
Club America's last home 
soccer game Nov. 2. The 
grounds crew came onto 
the field at halftime and 
during timeouts in the sec¬ 
ond half to attend to the 
worst spots. 

The NFL and the stadium 
still threw an impressive 
party for 76,252 of Mexico's 
football-loving fans, who 
packed the arena and 
mostly supported the Char¬ 
gers, the nominal home 
team. 

Although the teams spent 


less than 48 hours in Mex¬ 
ico's capital city, the NFL 
has deep roots among fans 
around the country. Com¬ 
missioner Roger Goodell 
met Monday with Mexican 
President Andres Manuel 
Lopez Obrador while the 
league and the federal 
government are consider¬ 
ing extending the Mexico 
game series beyond its cur¬ 
rent deal through 2021. 

But the Chargers trailed 
10-9 at halftime despite 
outgaining Kansas City 
312-109 and making five 
drives into Chiefs territory. 
Rivers threw two intercep¬ 
tions and Michael Badgley 
missed a 40-yard field goal 
attempt while making 
three others, wasting a de¬ 
fensive effort that included 
Rayshawn Jenkins picking 
off Mahomes. 

Tyreek Hill left the field with 
a right hamstring injury after 
the Chiefs' second offen¬ 
sive series, although it didn't 
appear to be caused by 
the turf. The speedster 
watched the second half 
from the sideline. 

Tyrann Mathieu's 35-yard 
interception return set up 
McCoy's 6-yard TD run for 
the game's first touchdown 
in the second quarter. Af¬ 
ter Williams scored on the 
Chiefs' opening drive of the 
second half, Mahomes hit 
Kelce with a picture-per¬ 
fect 23-yard TD throw on 
the next drive. 

Rivers and Allen answered 
with a TD connection late 
in the third quarter and 
a 2-point conversion. The 
two-time Pro Bowl receiver 
improbably hadn't caught 
a TD pass since Week 3. 
INJURIES 

Chiefs: Along with Hill, RB 
Damien Williams was lost to 
a rib injury and safety Jor¬ 
dan Lucas went out with 
a shoulder injury. ... Center 
Austin Reiter was evalu¬ 
ated for a concussion but 
returned. □ 
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Harden, Westbrook power 
Rockets to eighth straight win 



Houston Rockets' James Harden (13) is fouled by Portland Trail 
Blazers' Damian Lillard (0) during the first half of an NBA basket¬ 
ball game Monday, Nov. 18, 2019, in Houston. 
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By The Associated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — James 
Harden scored 36 points, 
Russell Westbrook had 28 
points and a triple-double, 
and the Houston Rockets 
coasted to their eighth 
straight win, 132-108 over 
the Portland Trail Blazers on 
Monday night. 

Westbrook had 13 re¬ 
bounds and 10 assists for 
his third triple-double of the 
season and the 141st of his 
career after sitting out to 
rest in Houston's last game 
on Saturday night. 

The Rockets led by double 
digits for most of this one 
on a night they got start¬ 
ers Clint Capela and Dan- 
uel House back after both 
players had missed time 
with injuries. 

Capela added a season- 
high 22 points and had 20 
rebounds to become the 
first Rocket to have at least 
20 rebounds in four straight 
games since Hall of Famer 
Elvin Hayes in 1971. 

CJ McCollum led the Trail 
Blazers with 25 points in a 
game where Damian Lil¬ 
lard shot just 4 of 15 and 
had 13 points. 

MAVERICKS 117, SPURS 110 
DALLAS (AP) — Luka Don- 
cic scored a career-high 
42 points in his sixth triple¬ 
double of the young NBA 
season and Dallas sent San 
Antonio to its sixth straight 
loss. 

The 20-year-old second- 
year player leads the NBA 
in triple-doubles after finish¬ 
ing with 11 rebounds and 
12 assists to go with the big¬ 
gest shot of the game, a 
3-pointer with 26.5 seconds 
to play that put the Mav¬ 
ericks up 115-110. Doncic 
joined LeBron James as the 
only players in NBA history 
younger than 21 to have a 
40-point triple-double. 
Dorian Finney-Smith added 
a career-best 22 points and 
Kristaps Porzingis had 18 
points and 10 rebounds for 
Dallas. 

San Antonio has lost eight 
of nine and is off to its worst 
start since 1996-97, the sea¬ 
son before it drafted former 
star and current assistant 
coach Tim Duncan. 

CELTICS 99, SUNS 85 


PHOENIX (AP) — Jayson Ta¬ 
tum scored 26 points, Kem- 
ba Walker added 19 and 
Boston beat Phoenix. 
Boston (11-2) had a 10- 
game winning streak 
snapped Sunday by the 
Sacramento Kings but 
bounced back with a rela¬ 
tively easy road victory. The 
Celtics led by 15 at halftime 
and never had their lead 
cut to less than nine in the 
second half. 

Tatum shot 8 of 16 from 
the field and added 11 
rebounds. Marcus Smart 
scored 17 points but left 
early in the fourth quarter 
because of a sprained right 
ankle. 

Phoenix (7-5) was playing 
without starting point guard 
Ricky Rubio, who was out 
because of back spasms. 
Devin Booker led the Suns 
with 20 points and Kelly Ou- 
bre Jr. added 15. 

CLIPPERS 90, THUNDER 88 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Paul 
George hit a go-ahead 
3-pointer with 25 seconds 
left, lifting Los Angeles over 
Oklahoma City to improve 
to 8-1 at home. 

The Thunder had just tied 
the game at 86-all on a 
3-pointer by former Clip¬ 
per Danilo Gallinari before 
Chris Paul made two free 
throws after being fouled 
by George for an 88-86 
lead. 

George's 3 put the Clippers 
ahead 89-88. 

Montrezl Harrell had 28 
points and 12 rebounds 
off the bench to lead the 
Clippers. George finished 
with 18 points after scoring 
30-plus points in his first two 
games of the season. 

Paul scored 22 points, mak¬ 
ing 10 of 11 free throws, 
against his former team. 
Gallinari added 14 points 
and Shai Gilgeous-Alexan- 
der, another former Clip¬ 
per, had 11 points despite 
five fouls. 

BUCKS 115, BULLS 101 

CHICAGO (AP) — Giannis 
Antetokounmpo had 33 
points and 10 rebounds, 
and Milwaukee beat Chi¬ 
cago for its fourth straight 
victory. 

Brook Lopez added 19 
points and 10 rebounds 


as Milwaukee won for the 
eighth time in nine games. 
The Bucks also beat the 
Bulls 124-115 on Thursday in 
Milwaukee. 

Antetokounmpo was 13 for 
22 in his 13th consecutive 
double-double to begin 
the season. It's the longest 
active streak in the NBA. 
Daniel Gafford led Chi¬ 
cago with 21 points in his 
return from the G League. 
Coby White had 13, and 
Ryan Arcidiacono finished 
with 12. 

TIMBERWOLVES 112, JAZZ 
102 

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Karl- 
Anthony Towns had seven 
3-pointers and 29 points, 
and Minnesota handed 
Utah its first home loss. 
Without second-leading 
scorer Andrew Wiggins, the 
Timberwolves held the Jazz 
to 36.8% shooting and were 
bolstered by Jeff Teague’s 
21 points and 11 assists. 
Kelan Martin had seven of 
his 14 points in Minnesota's 
decisive run in the fourth 
quarter, and Robert Cov¬ 
ington added 15 points. 
Bojan Bogdanovic scored 
18 points before fouling out 
and Donovan Mitchell had 
17 points on 5-for-24 shoot¬ 
ing for Utah. 

RAPTORS 132, HORNETS 96 

TORONTO (AP) — OG 
Anunoby scored a career- 
high 24 points before be¬ 
ing poked in the right eye 
for the second time in four 
games, Pascal Siakam had 
20 points and Toronto rout¬ 
ed Charlotte. 

Norman Powell scored 
17 points, rookie Terence 
Davis got all of his career- 
high 16 points in the fourth 
quarter and Rondae Hollis- 
Jefferson added 15 as the 
Raptors posted their big¬ 
gest margin of victory of 
the season and remained 
unbeaten in five home 
games. They also ended a 
two-game skid against the 
Hornets. 

Marvin Williams scored 14 
points, Bismack Biyombo 
and Miles Bridges each had 
13, and Devonte' Graham 
11 as Charlotte allowed its 
highest point total of the 
season and lost for the fifth 
time in seven games. 


PACERS 115, NETS 86 

NEW YORK (AP) — Aaron 
Holiday had career highs 
with 24 points and 13 assists, 
Domantas Sabonis added 
16 points and a career-high 
18 rebounds, and Indiana 
cruised over Brooklyn. 

Justin Holiday chipped in 
20 points while T.J. Warren 
added 19 for the Pacers, 
who snapped a two-game 
losing streak. 

Spencer Dinwiddie scored 
28 points and Jarrett Allen 
finished with 10 points and 
12 rebounds for the Nets, 


who played without Kyrie 
Irving for a second straight 
game and were held to 
their lowest point total of 
the season. 

KNICKS 123, CAVALIERS 105 

NEW YORK (AP) — Julius 
Randle scored 30 points, 
Marcus Morris Sr. added 23 
and New Yozk beat Cleve¬ 
land. R.J. Barrett added 15 
points and Damyean Dot- 
son had 11 for New York. 
Kevin Porter Jr. led Cleve¬ 
land with 18 points. Collin 
Sexton and Alfonzo McKin- 
nie each had 140 
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Starting over: Anthony set with Blazers and jersey No. 00 



In this Nov. 3,2018, file photo, Houston Rockets forward Carmelo Anthony, left, drives to the basket 
against Chicago Bulls forward Justin Holiday during the first half of an NBA basketball game in 
Chicago. 


By ANNE M. PETERSON 
AP Sports Writer 
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — 

Carmelo Anthony is now 
set with the Portland Trail 
Blazers and starting over 
with jersey No. 00. 

Word that the 10-time All- 
Star had joined the team 
broke Thursday night, but 
the agreement was not 
formalized until Tuesday 
when he signed a non- 
guaranteed contract that 
goes through January. If 
he stays, the contract be¬ 
comes guaranteed for the 
rest of the season. 

It was not immediately 
clear when he would start 
practicing or playing with 
the team. Portland was at 
New Orleans on Tuesday 
night. 

Anthony hasn't played 
since a 10-game stint with 
the Houston Rockets end¬ 
ed a little more than a year 
ago. But the Blazers hope 
there is enough game left 
in the 35-year-old forward 
to help them overcome a 
5-9 start. 

"Carmelo is an established 
star in this league that will 
provide a respected pres¬ 
ence in our locker room 
and a skill set at a position 
of need on the floor," Neil 
Olshey, Portland's president 
of basketball operations, 
said in a statement. 


Anthony struggled at the 
end of his recent stops in 
Oklahoma City and Hous¬ 
ton following 6 V 2 seasons in 
New York. He continued to 
work out with NBA players, 
and his many friends and 
supporters insisted he was 
still good enough to play in 
the league. 

Now he will get a chance 
to prove it. Anthony post¬ 
ed a video on his YouTube 
channel explaining his de¬ 


cision. 

"I always kept an eye on 
Portland," he said. "It just 
didn't work out at other 
times, but now it seems like 
it's a perfect opportunity." 
Anthony was acquired 
by the Chicago Bulls from 
Houston on Jan. 21, with 
the intention of trading him 
before the deadline or let¬ 
ting him go. He averaged 
13.4 points in 10 games with 
the Rockets last season, but 
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the team quickly decided 
Anthony wasn't the right fit 
with the system they play 
under Mike D'Antoni. 

The three-time Olympic 
gold medalist can still score 

— he ranks among the top 
20 on the NBA's career list 

— but his preferred style of 
doing it has been replaced 
by a faster game that ex¬ 
poses his defensive weak¬ 
nesses. 

Anthony was traded by 


Oklahoma City to Atlanta 
in July 2018, a move that 
preceded the Hawks re¬ 
leasing him to sign with the 
Rockets. 

The Bulls, technically, were 
his fourth franchise in seven 
months. 

Eight of Anthony's 10 ap¬ 
pearances for the Rockets 
came off the bench after 
the No. 3 pick in the 2003 
draft had started all 1,054 
games he'd played in his 
first 15 NBA seasons. He has 
averaged 24 points in 16 
seasons. 

Anthony fills a need for 
the Blazers, who are short- 
handed at forward. Zach 
Collins recently had shoul¬ 
der surgery that is expect¬ 
ed to keep him out for at 
least four months. Rodney 
Hood was bothered by 
back spasms. 

Center Jusuf Nurkic broke 
his leg last month and isn't 
expected back until after 
the New Year. Pau Gasol 
was signed by the Blazers in 
the offseason and is still re- 
habbing from foot surgery. 
The Blazers were reportedly 
interested in Anthony in the 
summer of 2017. Portland 
guard CJ McCollum tried 
to woo him with a photo- 
shopped Instagram post 
that showed the future 
Hall of Famer in a Blazers 
jersey.□ 


Lexi Thompson 


Continued from Page 18 

But that victory at the 
ShopRite Classic was mem¬ 
orable because Thompson 
hit pitching wedge from 
192 yards on the par-5 clos¬ 
ing hole to 20 feet and 
made eagle. Power is ap¬ 
pealing. 

And it was meaningful, 
because it extended her 
remarkable run of at least 
one victory in each of the 
last seven years, the lon¬ 
gest active streak on the 
LPGA Tour. 

This also made her feel old. 
“It’s pretty crazy to think 
that I’ve been out for so 
long and I’m only 24 years 
old,” Thompson said. “It's 
been a great road, journey 
for me.” 

The question is whether she 
feels 24 or someone closing 


in on a decade of golf at 
the elite level. 

Thompson, with 11 LPGA 
victories, returns to CME 
Globe Tour Championship 
as the defending champi¬ 
on, blowing away the field 
by four shots. Her brother 
was on the bag and she 
had family who drove 
over from the other side of 
Florida. Those were happy 
times. But it has not been 
without plenty of bumps 
along the way. 

She took an extended 
break from golf last year to 
try to become more emo¬ 
tionally whole. She took 
to social media earlier this 
year to announce that she 
was getting off social me¬ 
dia, bothered by an end¬ 
less stream of negativity 
from people hiding behind 
handles. 



And there is the relentless 
temptation to meet expec¬ 
tations that inevitably fol¬ 
low a player who was pow¬ 
erful and polished before 
she could drive a car. 

“This year, I learned the 
most about how I need to 
be emotionally,” Thomp¬ 
son said. “On and off the 
golf course. I’m trying to 
be happier, be myself, not 
putting up a front, just try¬ 
ing to enjoy life more. I think 


that’s helped me out more 
on the course, especially 
recently." 

Her best golf was in the 
summer, when she won 
and was runner-up three 
times during a rare five- 
week stretch. But when 
you’ve been that good for 
that long, it’s easy to follow 
a narrative of negativity. 
Should she be winning 
more? 

Has it really been five years 


since she won her only ma¬ 
jor at Rancho Mirage and 
took a joyous leap into the 
pond? Remember, she was 
12 when she qualified for 
the U.S. Women’s Open 
in 2007. She was 15 when 
she finished runner-up at 
the Evian Championship. 
She was 19 when she won 
her first major at the Kraft 
Nabisco. There was always 
the urge to feel like she's 
playing for others. 

“I’ve gotten to that point 
at some parts of my ca¬ 
reer, just a lot of expecta¬ 
tions and feeling like I have 
to perform for others,” she 
said. “But now I know I’m 
putting in the hard work. 
I’m going out and trying 
to win. But it’s not going to 
happen every time. I'm not 
a robot. I'm human. This is 
my life, and I’ve put in a lot 
of work, and that’s what 
people need to realize.” Q 









SPORTS I * 23 


WEDNESDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2019 


Intrigue building in series of heavyweight fights 



In this March 3, 2018, file photo, Deontay Wilder, left, and Luis Ortiz trade punches during the third 
round of a WBC heavyweight championship bout in New York. 


By TIM DAHLBERG 
AP Sports Columnist 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — They are 
a flawed group at best, 
the heavyweights who will 
be vying for your attention 
— and money — over the 
next few months. Unpre¬ 
dictable, too, though that 
just adds to the intrigue of 
a trio of fights that will ei¬ 
ther make boxing's big men 
must-see TV or relegate the 
division to the doldrums 
once again. 

Deontay Wilder is awkward 
but dangerous, a string 
bean of a heavyweight 
with a crushing right hand 
that can change every¬ 
thing in a fraction of a 
second. Luis Ortiz is a big 
puncher, too, though there 
are questions about both 
his stamina and age (40) 
going into this weekend's 
rematch with Wilder that 
serves as an appetizer for 
what comes next. 

That would be Anthony 
Joshua and Andy Ruiz Jr. 
on Dec. 7 in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. Another piece of the 
heavyweight crown will be 
at stake when the portly 
Ruiz tries to replicate his up¬ 
set win over a British fighter 
who staked a claim as the 
best of the lot until Ruiz 
stopped him in June in New 
York. 

And then there's the wild 
card known as Tyson Fury, 
who can talk as well as 
he can box. Fury claims to 
be the lineal heavyweight 
champion and can make 
his case to be even more 
than that if his scheduled 
February rematch with 


Wilder goes off as planned. 
Three months, three differ¬ 
ent heavyweight title fights. 
And, just maybe, some clar¬ 
ity in a division that excites 
boxing fans like no other. 

Or maybe not because, af¬ 
ter all, this is boxing. 

"This is what it's all about in 
the heavyweight division. 
The big boys," Wilder said. 
"One fight, one night, one 
blow can end it all." 

Wilder will look to land that 
blow when he meets Ortiz 
on Saturday in a pay-per- 
view fight that could help 
provide some clarity to the 
top of the heavyweight 
division. Ortiz had Wilder 
hurt and nearly out in their 
fight last year before Wilder 
came back to stop him in 
the 10th round. 


The rematch is just as un¬ 
predictable, though Wilder 
is confident he will be the 
last man standing. If so, 
he already has agreed to 
meet Fury in another re¬ 
match in February of their 
wildly entertaining first fight. 
Big punchers taking big 
chances. It's a formula 
guaranteed to please 
even the most cynical box¬ 
ing fan. 

"I'm a knockout artist. That's 
what I plan to do, to knock 
you out," Wilder said. "That's 
plain and simple." 

Wilder has done that 
throughout his career, rack¬ 
ing up 40 knockouts in a 
41-0-1 record marred only 
by his draw with Fury. It's a 
formula that has worked so 
well he will be making the 
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10th defense of his piece of 
the heavyweight title when 
he meets Ortiz at the MGM 
Grand Garden arena. 

For all the knockouts and 
title defenses, though, 
he's not the unquestioned 
heavyweight champion of 
the world. There are oth¬ 
ers who claim belts, though 
the upcoming series of 
three fights should bring 
some order to the top of 
the division. 

Even as Wilder and Ortiz 
prepare to meet, Ruiz and 
Joshua are deep into train¬ 
ing for their fight in Saudi 
Arabia. The location is a 
bizarre one for a heavy¬ 
weight title fight, but there's 
no mistaking that who¬ 
ever emerges victorious 
can make his own case as 


the best in the world. Ruiz 
came out of nowhere to 
put himself in the mix, be¬ 
coming the first fighter of 
Mexican heritage to win a 
heavyweight title when he 
scored a shocking knock¬ 
out of Joshua after being 
signed as a late replace¬ 
ment. Ruiz, who carries a lot 
of his weight in the midsec¬ 
tion, doesn't look like a top 
heavyweight but his fast 
hands and power com¬ 
bined to drop Joshua four 
times before the fight end¬ 
ed in the seventh round. 
Fury, meanwhile, is coming 
off a bloody win against 
Sweden's Otto Wallin and 
is eager to win a rematch 
of his own. He out boxed 
Wilder last December for 
most of 12 rounds but was 
dropped twice — the final 
time in the 12th round — 
before settling for a draw 
that he still disputes. 

The 6-foot-9 English gypsy 
held the heavyweight ti¬ 
tle after beating Wladimir 
Klitschko in 2015 before a 
downward spiral into drugs, 
drinking and mental health 
issues forced him out of the 
sport for nearly three years. 
He has yet to lose as a pro¬ 
fessional and, even if Wilder 
loses to Ortiz, could seek a 
big fight against Joshua or 
Ruiz. 

"It doesn't make any differ¬ 
ence to me, out of every 
negative there will be a 
positive," Fury said. "The one 
thing good about boxing is 
there's never going to be 
a shortage of boxers. You 
fight who's available, that's 
what you do.'Q 


Manfred says has broad authority for 
Astros discipline 


By STEPHEN HAWKINS 
AP Sports Writer 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) 
— Baseball Commissioner 
Rob Manfred hopes the in¬ 
vestigation into sign steal¬ 
ing by the Houston Astros 
will be completed by next 
season and says he has 
broad authority to impose 
discipline beyond fines, 
the loss of amateur draft 
picks and taking away in¬ 
ternational signing bonus 
pool allocation. 


Oakland pitcher Mike Fiers 
said that when he was with 
Houston in 2017, the Astros 
stole signs during home 
games by using a camera 
positioned in center field. 
The Athletic reported last 
week. 

Speaking Tuesday ahead 
of an owners' meeting, 
Manfred says an "allega¬ 
tion that relates to a rule 
violation that could affect 
the outcome of a game or 
games is the most serious 


matter — it relates to the 
integrity of the sport." 
Manfred says of Major 
League Baseball's probe: 
"I have no reason to be¬ 
lieve that it extends be¬ 
yond the Astros at this 
point in time" and adds "I 
certainly would hope that 
we would be done before 
we start playing baseball 
again." 

Discipline could extend 
beyond fines and amateur 
signings. Manfred says his 



This Sept. 11,2016 file photo shows a wide angle view of Minute 
Maid Park in downtown Houston. 

Associated Press 

"authority under the major be broader than those 
league constitution would things, as well.'Q 
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Got Energy? 


By Carlos M Viana. OMD, CCN 


Everyone today seems to be con¬ 
cerned about energy. 

Our automobiles will not travel far 
without it. 

For our primary transportation to 
work, we know that raw petroleum 
must be refined to make gasoline 
or diesel fuel. This produces a form 
of energy which moves our vehi¬ 
cles. In our bodies, glucose, amino 
acids, and fats from our food are 
the raw materials that must be pro¬ 
cessed by our cells into fuel. Your 
body’s primary manufactured fuel 
is Adenosine Triphosphate (ATP), 
which provides the energy for our 
body’s movement and vital func¬ 
tions. 


Even with a good diet, your body 
may need additional nutritional 
supplementation of vitamin C, 
magnesium, zinc, lecithin or cho¬ 
line and Ribose to produce ATP 
or energy. Ribose is a simple sugar 
that is the backbone of ribo-nu- 
cleic acid (RNA) and deoxyribo¬ 
nucleic acid (DNA), the materials 
our body uses to pass on our ge¬ 
netic code from one generation to 
the next. DNA and RNA are also 
necessary daily to regenerate and 
repair our body’s cells. A healthy 
body can manufacture its own ri¬ 
bose from dietary sugars; however 
this requires a lot of energy and is a 
slow process. Diabetics, individuals 
with chronic degenerative diseas¬ 
es and people who lead extremely 


active or stressful lives are not natu¬ 
rally producing sufficient quantities 
of ribose to fully aid the body in 
these vital processes. 

ATP moves nutrients into and 
waste out of the cells and gives 
our muscles strength or energy to 
move and also to relax. ATP also 
detoxifies your body and produces 
signals that stimulate hormones. 
Without fuel your car does not 
move. Similarly, without an abun¬ 
dant supply of ATP your body be¬ 
comes stiff, and joints become sore 
as in arthritis. 

Lupus, a disease which includes 
muscle loss or wasting, Chronic 
Fatigue Syndromes, cataracts, 
and autoimmune disorders like fi¬ 
bromyalgia are all symptoms of a 
deficiency of ATP due to a chronic 
lack of ribose. In our clinic I have 
seen an improvement in muscle 
soreness, and cramping from peo¬ 
ple with these and other conditions 
as well as from intensive athletic 
workouts by adjusting their diets 
and adding quality supplements, 
especially Ribose. In older individu¬ 
als we see an improvement in mus¬ 
cle health and in all groups we see 
a reduction of debilitating fatigue. 

As a board certified clinical nutri¬ 
tionist, I have also prescribed Ri¬ 
bose to heart deficiency patients 
that could not climb more than 
a couple of steps. The heart, as 
a muscle responds positively to 
Ribose supplementation that in¬ 
creases ATP in muscles. ATP con¬ 
tributes to a measurable increase 
in cardiovascular strength. After a 
week on ribose supplementation, 
patients have reported being able 
to comfortably climb a flight of 
stairs again. 

A good diet for one’s metabolic 
type and supplementation with D- 
Ribose has been positively shown 


to improved health and fitness. 
Not only people with cardiovas¬ 
cular problems, but athletes who 
deplete their energy reserves can 
benefit from Ribose supplementa¬ 
tion to reduce training cramping 
and soreness. Reports have shown 
Ribose can even lower blood sug¬ 
ar levels and is also known to allevi¬ 
ate altitude sickness and Pre Men¬ 
strual cramping. 

Muscle stiffness or pain results from 
not only physical exertion but is 
generally believed to be a symp¬ 
tom of aging. Instead of pain 
medication I first do an analysis 
with blood or other test to check 
the health of the person and then 
make sure they are drinking suffi¬ 
cient amounts of water. We then 
recommend acupuncture treat¬ 
ments to relive stress and relax 
muscles naturally. We also use 
selenium and Vitamin E to help to 
maintain good health and, protect 
the integrity of muscle cells. Anti¬ 
oxidants, work to scavenge free 
radicals that damage muscle cells 
under stress. 

Get the Point! Stiffness, fatigue or 
exhaustion can be an obstruction 
to a happy and healthy life. D- 
Ribose which has been shown to 
help your body make the energy it 
needs for improved health and fit¬ 
ness. Looking to nature and tech¬ 
nology for new and better ways to 
fuel our vehicles, homes and econ¬ 
omy is important for our health and 
our planet. Finding new and im¬ 
proved ways to improve the qual¬ 
ity of your body’s energy source is 
and important place to start. In¬ 
stead of soft drinks or endless cups 
of coffee, to keep you going, a 
nutritional evaluation can help you 
learn how to eliminate waste and 
make more efficient fuel for your 
body. Come in for an energy as¬ 
sessment. □ 
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More employers offer workers help paying off student loans 



In this Oct. 24, 2019, file photo students walks in front of Fraser 
Hall on the University of Kansas campus in Lawrence, Kan. 

Associated Press 


By SARAH SKIDMORE SELL 
Associated Press 

Americans collectively owe 
nearly $1.5 trillion in student 
loans — more than twice 
the total a decade ago. 
It's a burden that weighs 
on millions of adults, shap¬ 
ing their life choices and of¬ 
ten stunting their financial 
growth. 

Now a small but growing 
number of employers are 
stepping in to help. About 
8% of employers offer stu¬ 
dent loan repayment as¬ 
sistance in 2019, according 
to the Society for Human 
Resource Management. 
That's up from 4% in 2018 
and 3% in 2015. 

Some experts anticipate 
more employers will add 
their own programs to 
help hire and hold on to 
a younger generation 
of workers that is more 
bogged down with debt 
than its predecessors and 
increasingly cites loan re¬ 
payment assistance as a 
benefit they need to have. 
"The burden of student loan 
debt has become salient 
and exhausting," said Julia 
Poliak, a labor economist 
at ZipRecruiter. "It's crushing 
... there is huge demand for 
student loan assistance." 

In 2016-2017, almost 60% 
of people who graduated 
with a bachelor's degree 
took on debt and the av¬ 
erage amount among 
that group was $28,500, 
according to The College 
Board. For some who seek 
advanced degrees, the 
borrowing can grow to 
$100,000 or more. 

Brittany Hamilton, 27, grad¬ 
uated from college in 2015 
with $32,000 in debt, even 
though she worked full time 
while earning her bach¬ 
elor's degree. She went 
to work for Fidelity Invest¬ 
ments shortly after gradu¬ 


ation; a few months later 
the company rolled out its 
student loan repayment 
assistance program. 

Fidelity developed the pro¬ 
gram after a number of 
employees — who were 
well-versed in budgeting 
and planning for financial 
goals — told CEO Abigail 
Johnson that they were 
having trouble doing the 
same in their own lives in 
large part because of stu¬ 
dent debt. 

In turn. Fidelity decided to 
offer its employees monthly 
assistance up to $10,000 
total over the course of 5 
years. The financial services 
firm says more than 10,000 
employees have taken ad¬ 
vantage of the program 
since it was introduced in 
2016. 

Hamilton, currently a Fidel¬ 
ity relationship manager at 
an investor center in Na¬ 
ples, Florida, makes a reg¬ 
ular monthly payment of 
$184 and Fidelity makes a 
$167 contribution. To date, 
the company has contrib¬ 
uted almost $7,400 to help 
pay down her balance. 
Hamilton estimates Fidel¬ 
ity's program will help her 
shave three years off her 
payment time frame. 

She also hopes to take ad¬ 


vantage of another work¬ 
place benefit, which allows 
her to put any bonuses or 
added compensation to¬ 
ward her balance, and get 
the loans paid off by 2021. 
She's aiming to buy a home 
in 2020. 

"It was a major stressor 
for me," she says. "Now it 
doesn't really stress me out 
at all." 

Employers format repay¬ 
ment assistance in a vari¬ 
ety of ways. Some offer a 
match of employee pay¬ 
ments while others offer a 
flat contribution amount, 
both up to a threshold. 
Estee Lauder Cos. offers 
its U.S. employees who 
have been at the com¬ 
pany at least a year $100 a 
month toward their student 
loans, up to $10,000 total. 
It launched the program 
in 2017 and nearly 1,000 
people have signed up; 
about 80% are millennial, 
according to the beauty 
products company. 
Streaming service Hulu 
launched a student loan 


assistance program last 
year that includes monthly 
payments to a lender, as 
well as resources to help 
students find the most ef¬ 
ficient way to pay off their 
loans. 

Several companies say 
their programs have prov¬ 
en an effective recruitment 
and retention tool, particu¬ 
larly in this tight labor mar¬ 
ket. 

Fidelity said its employees 
regularly cite loan assis¬ 
tance as one of their top 
benefits and a key reason 
for joining the company. 
Additionally, those who are 
enrolled have a 70% lower 
turnover rate in the first 
year than their peers. 
"(Companies) are look¬ 
ing at alleviating stress, 
to shave that strain out of 
daily life so they (employ¬ 
ees) can be more happy 
and engaged citizens of 
your workforce," says Asha 
Srikantiah, head of Fidelity's 
student debt program. 
Fidelity now even offers a 
variety of student debt as¬ 
sistance repayment pro¬ 
grams to clients, catered 
to their needs. 

It's a puzzle why more pri¬ 
vate employers have not 
offered such benefits, said 
ZipRecruiter's Poliak, de¬ 
spite demand from em¬ 
ployees. The companies 
are not paying off the full 
loan and, for a minor cost 
they are greatly boosting 
employee morale. 

"It's an easy win," said Ste¬ 
phen Kapusta, vice presi¬ 
dent of channel strategy 
at ADP, a human resource 
services company. 


Part of the problem is that 
money given to employ¬ 
ees to help pay off student 
loans can be considered 
income and be taxed. 
So, there is little financial 
incentive from a tax per¬ 
spective for the employee 
or employer. 

As such, employers have 
had to find more creative 
work arounds — such as 
paying the provider direct¬ 
ly, as Fidelity does, or trying 
a more unique retirement 
payment solution. 

Abbott Laboratories, a 
medical devices compa¬ 
ny, launched its Freedom 
2 Save program to help 
employees meet the dual 
challenges of needing to 
pay down debt and save 
for retirement. 

Under the program, par¬ 
ticipants must show that 
they are paying 2% of 
their salary toward student 
debt repayment and, in 
exchange, Abbot contrib¬ 
utes 5% to their 401 (k) with¬ 
out requiring the employee 
to contribute anything. 
Abbott found the program 
was a useful tool for re¬ 
cruiting people who need 
advanced degrees that 
often require additional 
loans. About two-thirds of 
the company's employees 
have master's degrees or 
PhDs. 

Fidelity's Asha said some 
changes are being con¬ 
sidered in Washington that 
could encourage more 
employers to get on board 
in the near future.Q 



Have you ever wish you travel 
to Aruba with just a carry-on ? 


And leave all your belongings in a 
container being deliver and pick 
up right at yoyr resort or home 
rental! 

■ As low as $6.50 a month 

* Pricing include pick-up&delivery 
- Saves you time & in oney, yea r 
after year! 

■ Avoid extra luggages 

' Afford able Storage Pricing 

■ Convenience & Peace of mind 


for more infomito, 

Give m a td\ +3*1 

or email us Ic-zkr r olhirre^harestora|pggmailxom. 
iKknrcillaru'Mbtfirj^tifrKhare.simple^le.cDrr 
or visit our f^ceboak page! 






Extend your stay at 


Ail Fully Furnished w/Kitchen, Airco, Cable Tv, FREE WIFI (in and outside rooms). 
Swimming Pool, Gym, Library, Laundry Room & BBG Sets. Less than 1 mile From 
Eagle Beach & 4 Large Supermarkets. Feel Free to contact or visit us. MomFri: 
0am - 7pm. Sat & Sun : 9am - 5pm. Worldwide calls.: (297)-5S2HQ€97 
Calls from USA & Canada: 1-8SW15-1095 (loll free) 

Calls from The Nedertands: 085-QD9-021S (toll free) 
Schotlandsfraat 70, Oranjestad, Aruba 

Email: iaro@arubaqualityaparlnnemts.com 
_ Website: ww.arubggualily apartrnenis.com _ 


CENTURY 21. 


Aruba 
Real Estate 


RESIDENTIAL 



US$ 529.000 
Afl 941.620 

(+ 297)5 86 42 42 

We are located at 
Palm Beach 4-G 


This spacious, well designed, 
stunning and luxurious 3 bedroom 
/ 2 bathroom property, is located in 
the luxurious residential area, called 
Prima Vista - Rooi Santo, in North. 

This area is located within a 3 minute 
drive to Palm Beach and the Tierra del 
Sol Golf course. 


For more listings visit www.arubahouses.com 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Graduate, for 
short 
5 Utters 

9 Purina Dog _ 

13 One for whom 
there is no hope 

15 Stumble 

16 “Mine eyes_ 
seen the glory...” 

17 Sidestep 

18 Cuts off a limb 

20 ABC followers 

21 Bandleader 
Calloway 

23 Feel insulted 
about 

24 Astaire & Savage 

26 _ race; daily 
grind 

27 Artificial; fake 
29 Cut in half 

32 Aunt’s hubby 

33 747 or 737 

35 Bottom edge of a 
dress 

37 Spouse 

38 Object 

39 One of the Three 
Bears 

40 “Roses _ red, 
violets...” 

41 Conceit 

42 Stubborn beasts 

43 Murphy & Cibrian 
45 Earls & barons 
46“Snakes _ 

Plane”; scary 
movie 

47 Employee’s 
delight 

48 Valuable things 

51 Overnight stop 

52 Major TV network 
55 Consoled 

58 Poe’s first name 

60 Seagull’s cousin 

61 France’s Coty 

62 Elvis’ “Blue _ 
Shoes” 

63 Very short play 

64 Arden & Plumb 

65 Make ale 

DOWN 

1 No longer young 

2 Strong emotion 
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3 _by; immune to 

4 TV’s 
“Chicago 

5 Pierces 

6 Give a gun to 

7 Short sharp cry 

8 _ on; goading 

9 Virtuous; pure 

10 Detest 

11 Hotpoint 
appliance 

12 _ Virginia 
14 Flow back 
19 Razz 

22 Hustle and bustle 
25 Regulation 

27 Dangerous cat 

28 Catch in a trap 

29 Source of woe 

30 Ill-fated space 
shuttle 

31 Cone-shaped 
home 

33 Fraternity letters 

34 Trash can top 
36 Church service 

38 Hidden _; 
valuable find 

39 British bars 


41 Half-and-half 
cartons, often 

42 Des Iowa 

44 “Alice _ Live 
Here Anymore”; 
1974 film 

45 Pelosi, to friends 
47 Hitchhikers’ 

hopes 


48 Carney & others 

49 Try to find 

50 Calcutta dress 

53 Ordered 

54 Rowing team 

56 Last biblical book 

57 90 degrees from 
NNW 

59 Give a moniker to 
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Divi Timeshares Studios, 
Below Market, For Sale 

by Owner 

Divi Golf, Rm 4201, wk 35, 26 
wks left, 8/31, $1800 
Divi Dutch Village, Rm 128, wk 
35, 26 wks left, 8/31 $1800 
Divi Village, Rm 3205, wk 17, 
24 wks left, 4/25, $1700 
Divi Village, Rm7302, wk44, 18 
wks left, 10/31, $$1600 
Email: rmwjmw@aol.com, 


US #508-651-0016 


212026 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale / Investment 

House at Pos Abao/ Noord with 
4 apartments, being used now 
for short term rentals and for 
$475,000 

Call Mito at 593 6318 

_ 212043 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale / Investment 

Two large 2 bedrooms/1 
bathroom apartments at Bubali/ 
Noord, one fully furnished, ideal 
for short term rentals and for 
$298,000.00 

Contact Mito at 593 6318 
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ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Lot of property land of 279 m2 
at Tanki Flip Residence, built 
your own dream house and for 
$66,400.00 
Call Mito at 593 6318 

_ 212043 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 

Marriott Surf Club 
2 BR Oceanside $9000 
Gold Season Week 31 
Unit #1607 

Email: jan922@comcast.net 

_ 212032 
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Sun Caribbean Realty [ Halley Time Travel 


HOME FOR SALE in kamay, 
Palm Beach 

Newly constructed home with 
pool, also great for daily rentals 
3 bedrooms 2 bathrooms 
Price US$ 438.000 


HOME FOR SALE in kamay, 
Palm Beach 

Great Family home, also great 
for daily rentals 
3 bedrooms 2 bathrooms 
Price US$410,000 


Commercial property land 

13,500 m2 at Barcadera $60 
per m2 

House for sale 

Tibushie (Noord) 

2 br, 2 bath 1 appartment, pool 
$260K 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR week # 44 and 45 on 7 
th floor tower with 33 weeks 
remain $10,000 each 

Dutch Village 


Newly build Apartment 
complex 

with pool in Gasparito, Noord 
Great investment, great for for 
daily rentals 
Price US$ 786.000 


Apartment complex of 7 units 
in Bubali, Noord 

Super investment great for long 
and short term rentals 
Price US$ 605.000 


1 BR wk 46 

Weeks remain 12/6 $6500 

2 BR wk 47 

17 weeks remain $ 7000 

House for Sale 

Tierra del Sol 

3 br, 2 bath $51 OK 

Paradise Beach Villas 

1 BR wk 45 

3rd floor garden view $4500 
1 BR wk 47 


Apartment complex of 5 units 
in Montana, Noord 

Super investment great for long 
and short term rentals 
Price US$ 555.000 


2sd floor garden view $4500 

Eagle Resorts 

2 BR wk 45 and 46 
Ground floor $6500 each 

La Cabana Beach and casino 


HOME For sale in Alto Vista, 
Noord 

Super investment great vacation 
home 

3 bedrooms 2 bathrooms 
Price US$ 328.000 


Home with pool in papaya, 
Paradera 

Under construction ready in 
February 2020 
3 bedroom 2 bathroom 
Price US $ 345.000 

_ 212049 

www.suncaribbeanrealty.com 
info@suncaribbeanrealty.com 
Call/whats'app 593-8082 


Antique MALL rococo 
O pen Monday-Friday 9-4pm 
♦Layaway Saturday 9-1 
BIG INVENTORY SALE+ 
EVERY SATURDAY 
YAROSALE start 9am 
ROCOCO PLAZA 
FLEAM ARK ET#ONE 
Sunday 1 DEC. 9-1 
Info what sap 741-5640 


ST^P 

Violence Against Women 


1 BR wk 47 

4th floor thursday check in 
$4500 

Divi Village 

Studio wk 47 and 48 
1 st building to your left 
From the eagle beach 
30 weeks remain $6500 each 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Gold Season 

1 BR Ocean View $4500 

2 BR Ocean View $7000 

1 BR Ocean Front $7500 

2 BR Ocean Front $14,000 

Marriott Surf Club 

Gold Season 
2 BR Garden View $5000 
2 BR Ocean View $7000 
2 BR Ocean Side $8500 

2 BR Ocean Front $14,000 

3 BR Ocean View $12,500 

Call: 630 1307 

Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

facebookpage:resales&realty 

Liky yv 

Uj DJ] | [ / 

fiJCHLlyUil 

face bo ok. co m/aru ba today / 



HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 

IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 

100 

Oranjestad 

527 3140 

Noord 

527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 

527 2900 

San Nicolas 

584 5000 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Ambulancia 

911 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Red Cross 

582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 

587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 

588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 

280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



November 20 

Monarch 
Mein Schiff 2 
Freewinds 

M.S. Hampshire -Dept. 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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GAO: 60% of Superfund sites at higher risk in climate change 


By ELLEN KNICKMEYER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

worsening wildfires, floods 
and hurricanes of climafe 
change threaten at least 
60% of U.S. Superfund sites, 
and efforts to strengthen 
the hazardous waste sites 
are stalling in some vulner¬ 
able regions as the Trump 
administration plays down 
the threat, a congressional 
watchdog agency says. 
The Environmental Protec¬ 
tion Agency responded 
to Monday's report of the 
Government Accountabili¬ 
ty Office by rejecting many 
of its findings. That includes 
dismissing GAO investiga¬ 
tors' recommendation that 
the agency and Adminis¬ 
trator Andrew Wheeler ex¬ 
plicitly state that the EPA's 
mission includes dealing 
with climate change and 
its increased risk of disasters 
breaching Superfund sites. 
Assistant EPA administrator 
Peter Wright largely avoid¬ 
ed the words "climate 
change" in his formal re¬ 
sponse to the GAO and in 
a statement Monday. "The 
EPA strongly believes the 
Superfund program's exist¬ 
ing processes and resourc¬ 
es adequately ensure that 
risks and any effects of se¬ 
vere weather events, that 
may increase in intensity, 
duration, or frequency, are 
woven into risk response 
decisions at nonfederal 
NPL sites," Wright said. 

The GAO report emphasiz¬ 
es the challenges for gov¬ 
ernment agencies under 
President Donald Trump, 
who belittles the science of 
climate change. 

Wheeler's highest-profile 
public remarks on the mat¬ 
ter came in a March CBS 
interview, when Wheeler, 
a former coal lobbyist, 
called global heating "an 
important change" but 
not one of the agency's 


most pressing problems. 
"Most of the threats from 
climate change are 50 to 
75 years out," Wheeler said 
then, rejecting conclusions 
by scientists that damage 
to climate from fossil fuel 
emissions already is mak¬ 
ing natural disasters fiercer 
and more frequent. 


The GAO review comes 
after a 2017 review by The 
Associated Press found 
that 2 million people in the 
U.S. live within a mile (1.6 
kilometers) of 327 Super¬ 
fund sites in areas prone 
to flooding or vulnerable 
to sea level rise caused by 
climate change. The AP 
analyzed national flood 
zone maps, census data 
and EPA records in the 
wake of Hurricane Harvey, 
which flooded more than 
a dozen Superfund sites 
in the Houston area, with 
breaches reported at two. 
At the time, an EPA spokes¬ 
man derided AP's reporting 
as "fear-mongering." 

GAO investigators looked 
at 1,571 Superfund sites 
— locations around the 
country contaminated 


by hazardous waste be¬ 
ing dumped, left out in the 
open or otherwise improp¬ 
erly managed. That num¬ 
ber does not include Su¬ 
perfund sites owned by the 
Defense Department and 
other federal agencies. 

At least 945 of the sites are 
in areas identified as at 


greater risk of floods, storm 
surge from major hurri¬ 
canes, wildfires or sea-level 
rise of 3 feet (0.9 meters) or 
more, the GAO says. 

Broken down, that includes 
783 Superfund sites at 
greater risk of flooding un¬ 
der climate change, 234 
Superfund sites at high or 
very high risk from wildfires 
and 187 sites vulnerable to 
storm surge from any Cat¬ 
egory 4 or 5 hurricane, the 
researchers said.Senate 
Democrats asked for the 
Gao review. A dozen se¬ 
nior congressional Demo¬ 
crats on Monday urged the 
agency to follow the GAO 
recommendations. 

"By refusing to address the 
worsening impacts of cli¬ 
mate change - from flood¬ 
ing to wildfires to more fre¬ 
quent extreme weather 
events - at our nation's Su¬ 
perfund sites, this EPA is put¬ 
ting public health at risk," 
Sen. Tom Carper of Dela¬ 
ware, the ranking Demo¬ 
crat on the Senate's Envi¬ 
ronment and Public Works 
Committee, said. 

GAO investigators cited 
California's 150-year-old 
Iron Mountain mine, where 


Superfund operators daily 
prevent tons of toxic sludge 
from pouring into the Sac¬ 
ramento River system, 
source of one-fifth of the 
state's water. 

One major wildfire last year 
overran the Iron Mountain 
Superfund site, nearly de¬ 
stroying its water-treatment 


system and risking a mas¬ 
sive, poisonous explosion if 
flames reached the heart 
of the mine, the GAO said. 
Firefighters used special 
gear to stop the flames. 
Site operators have since 
swapped out PCB pipes 
carrying away the toxic 
waste for flame-resistant 
steel ones. 

And east of Houston along 
the San Jacinto River, re¬ 
cord rains under Hurricane 
Harvey dissolved part of a 
temporary cap on a 40- 
acre (16-hectare) Super¬ 
fund site, exposing con¬ 
taminated material. EPA 
testing there afterward 
found dioxin at more than 
2,000 times the maximum 
recommended level. 
Superfund sites in that 
coastal part of Texas "are 
incredibly vulnerable," said 
Jackie Young, head of the 
Texas Health and Environ¬ 
ment Alliance advocacy 
group. While the EPA has 
since directed that the tox¬ 
ic waste at the damaged 
site be moved to higher 
ground, other Superfund 
sites in the area are still at 
risk. Young said. 

"It's highly unacceptable 


In this Nov. 30, 2017 photo, boats are shown moored in the Anclote River near the old Stauffer 
chemical plant site in Tarpon Springs, Fla. 

Associated Press 
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that our communities and 
our first responders" in hur¬ 
ricanes and other disasters 
"may be exposed to con¬ 
taminants someone left 
decades prior," Young said 
Friday. 

The EPA's current five-year 
strategic plan does not in¬ 
clude goals or strategies 
for handling growing risks 
under climate change, 
the GAO report said. The 
most recent previous five- 
year plan, under President 
Barack Obama, listed ad¬ 
dressing climate change as 
one of four main strategic 
goals. Obama-era plans 
specifically addressed cli¬ 
mate change's impact for 
Superfund sites, the investi¬ 
gators said. 

The current EPA said in a 
statement Monday it rec¬ 
ognizes the importance of 
making the toxic waste sites 
"resilient" against weather 
extremes. "The Agency has 
taken measures to include 
vulnerability analyses and 
adaption planning into Su¬ 
perfund activities," the EPA 
said. 

A GAO review of climate- 
change-minded planning 
for keeping the arsenic, 
mercury, PCBs and other 
dangerous waste at Su¬ 
perfund sites away from 
the public and environ¬ 
ment found big differ¬ 
ences among the 10 EPA 
regions nationally. Officials 
at four EPA regions were 
able to point to changes 
they'd made at Superfund 
sites to try to adapt to cli¬ 
mate change, the report 
said. At the other EPA re¬ 
gions, however, officials 
said they had not looked 
at climate-change projec¬ 
tion for flooding or rainfall 
to gauge risks at Superfund 
sites, investigators said. 

In the EPA region covering 
Texas and four other south- 
central states — a region 
that includes the Gulf of 
Mexico and Houston and 
other oil and petrochemi¬ 
cal hubs frequently bat¬ 
tered by hurricanes — of¬ 
ficials "told us that they do 
not include potential im¬ 
pacts of climate change 
effects or changes in the 
frequency of natural disas¬ 
ters into their assessments," 
the GAO investigators 
wrote.□ 
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Lady Antebellum get honest, vulnerable on new record 'Ocean' 



Charles Kelley, left, and Hillary Scott, center of Lady Antebellum perform "What if I Never Get 
Over You" and "Graveyard" with Halsey, at the 53rd annual CMA Awards at Bridgestone Arena, 
Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2019, in Nashville, Tenn. 


By KRISTIN M. HALL 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

Country vocal group Lady 
Antebellum know how to 
move people to tears with 
their songs and their new¬ 
est record feels as vulner¬ 
able and honest as a ther¬ 
apy session. 

The trio of Charles Kelley, 
Hillary Scott and Dave Hay¬ 
wood are known for their 
heartfelt harmonies and 
emotional resonance on 
songs like the Grammy- 
winning "Need You Now," 
but on their new album, 
"Ocean," they looked in¬ 
ward at their own relation¬ 
ships. "It's been inspiring to 
watch that honesty come 
out," said Haywood. "It's 
been exciting for this sea¬ 
son for us to be very self- 
aware and be vulnerable, 
be courageous and not be 
afraid and not have any 
fear to say those things." 
Kelley co-wrote "Be Patient 
with My Love" after feeling 
like he was letting his emo¬ 
tions get in the way of his 


relationships, saying things 
he didn't mean to his wife, 
and not taking care of his 
spiritual health. 

"That was kind of my first 
time I've really been re¬ 


ally honest with myself on a 
song," Kelley said. "My wife, 
when I played it for her, she 
was really proud of that. It's 
nothing new to us. There's 
a lot of that, say something 


Associated Press 

you didn't mean, wake up 
the next day, apologize, 
move on. Seven months 
later, back in the same 
spot." 

On "What I'm Leaving For," 


the trio, who all have kids, 
address how it feels to leave 
children behind when they 
travel so much, something 
that Scott, whose parents 
are also well-known touring 
artists, knows intimately. 

"I was that kid that we sing 
about and now I'm that 
mom," Scott said, who has 
three girls. "My husband is a 
full-time dad at home and 
I travel." 

In the music video for the ti¬ 
tle track, Scott was moved 
to tears as she sang the lyr¬ 
ics about wanting to drown 
yourself in someone that's 
emotionally unavailable. 
Her vocal delivery feels so 
lonely and lost as she pleads 
for a human connection. 
"There are so many people 
hurting, myself included," 
Scott said. "I just feel like this 
world we live in, we're one 
of the most stressed-out 
cultures. It's talked about in 
just about every headline 
you see.... That's what this 
is about and that's what I 
am seeing resonate with 
people.'O 
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‘Ford v Ferrari' speeds to No. 1; ‘Charlie’s Angels’ fizzles 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — “Ford v 
Ferrari" left its competition 
in the rearview mirror, rac¬ 
ing to an estimated $31 mil¬ 
lion debut at the box office 
in a No. 1 finish that count¬ 
ed as a win for big-budget 
originality. 

James Mangold’s racing 
drama rode into the week¬ 
end with strong reviews 
and Oscar buzz for its leads. 


Christian Bale and Matt 
Damon. And audiences 
enthusiastically greeted it, 
giving the $98 million movie 
an A+ CinemaScore. “Ford 
v Ferrari,” which drama¬ 
tizes the Ford Motor Co.’s 
push to unseat perennial 
power Ferrari at France's 
24 Hours of Le Mans race in 
1966, has been considered 
a rare kind of high-priced 
throwback built more on 
story, practical effects and 
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This image released by Sony Pictures shows, from left, Ella 
Balinska, Kristen Stewart and Naomi Scott in the film, "Charlie's 
Angels." 


star power than intellectual 
property. 

Elizabeth Banks’ “Charlie’s 
Angels" reboot couldn’t 
keep up. The Sony Pictures 
release opened below ex¬ 
pectations with $8.6 million 
domestically and $19.3 mil¬ 
lion overseas, according to 
studio estimates Sunday. 
Though the movie was rel¬ 
atively modestly budgeted 
at $48 million, it fell well 
short of the $40.1 million 
debut of the 2000’s “Char¬ 
lie's Angels,” with Cameron 
Diaz, Drew Barrymore and 
Lucy Liu. (The 2003 sequel 
opened similarly with $37.6 
million.) 


Associated Press 

Banks' version of the 1976- 
1981 TV series gave the 
material a feminist spin. 
But Kristen Stewart was the 
sole widely known Angel, 
starring alongside Naomi 
Scott and Ella Balinska. And 
“Charlie's Angels” couldn’t 
best the World War II mov¬ 
ie “Midway” in its sec¬ 
ond week. It slotted in just 
ahead of “Angels” in sec¬ 
ond, with $8.8 million. 
Lately, at least, Holly¬ 
wood's efforts to dust off 
old intellectual property 
have been received with 
a shrug by moviegoers. No¬ 
vember has already seen 
disappointing debuts for 


the Paramount Pictures 
sequel “Terminator: Dark 
Fate” ($56.9 million in three 
weeks) and Warner Bros.' 
“The Shining” riff, “Doctor 
Sleep” ($25 million in two 
weeks). 

That made the initial suc¬ 
cess of “Ford v Ferrari” 
stand out even more. The 
Walt Disney Co. release's 
opening weekend, which 
included $21.4 million in¬ 
ternationally, has several 
laps to go before reach¬ 
ing profitability. But as an 
adult-oriented action film 
with excellent audience 
scores and awards atten¬ 
tion, “Ford v Ferrari” is likely 
to play well for weeks to 
come. 

“We knew that it was a real 
crowd-pleaser. Anywhere 
we played it, whether at 
festivals or screenings, 
people have come out 
responding so positively to 
it. We knew that we had a 
little jewel here,” said Cath- 
leen Taft, Disney's distribu¬ 
tion chief. “James Man¬ 
gold and the Fox team, 
combined with the talent 
behind it — Matt and Chris¬ 
tian — it's just a great, ex¬ 
citing, ambitious film. It's 
exactly what you want to 
see on the big screen.”□ 


Like her parents. Blue Ivy now an 
award-winning songwriter 



In this Aug. 28, 2016 file photo. Blue Ivy, daughter of Beyonce, 
arrives at the MTV Video Music Awards at Madison Square 
Garden in New York. 


By MESFIN FEKADU 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — At just 7, 
Blue Ivy Carter is an award¬ 
winning songwriter. 

Jay-Z and Beyonce's 
daughter won the Ashford 
& Simpson Songwriter’s 
Award at Sunday’s Soul 
Train Awards for co-writing 
her mom’s hit “Brown Skin 
Girl,” a song celebrating 
dark- and brown-skinned 
women. 

Ivy Carter gives a vocal 
performance that opens 
and closes the song, which 
also features Wizkid and 
Saint Jhn. 

The Carters weren’t at the 
Orleans Arena in Las Ve¬ 
gas to accept the honor 
named after the legendary 
Motown songwriting duo 
Nick Ashford and Valerie 
Simpson. 

Ivy Carter shares the win 


with Beyonce, Jay-Z, St. 
Jhn and several other co¬ 
writers. 

The awards show, which 
aired on BET and was host¬ 
ed by actresses Tichina Ar¬ 
nold and Tisha Campbell, 
also gave special honors 
to gospel music icon Yolan- 


Associated Press 

da Adams and Songwriter 
Hall of Famers Jimmy Jam 
& Terry Lewis, who have 
worked with Janet Jackson 
throughout her career and 
have also crafted No. 1 hits 
for George Michael, Usher, 
Mariah Carey and Boyz II 
Men.Q 
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Baby Shark run continues with new tour dates 







In this Friday, Oct. 25, 2019, Pinkfong and Baby Shark cheer on the Washington Nationals with fans 
of all ages ahead of Game 3 of the World Series, while gifting WowWee's official Baby Shark toys 
at various landmarks in Washington. 


By NEKESA MUMBI MOODY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Most vi¬ 
ral videos have a finite shelf 
life, but the "doo doo doo" 
of "Baby Shark" shows no 
sign of abating. 

The little ditty and dance 
about a family of sharks 
that captivated the tod¬ 
dler set and beyond will still 
be with us as we go into 
the next decade, with a 
"Baby Shark" tour launching 
a new set of concert dates 
after recently wrapping up 
dozens of performances in 
its first run in North America. 
The second leg of the tour 
kicks off in Independence, 
Missouri on March 1. 

"Our target demographic is 
2 years old all the way up 
to 6 years old. That's sort 
of the main sweet spot. 
But it's family. It's a family 
show. It's parents with their 
kids. It's grandparents with 
their grandchildren. It's a 
show for the whole fam¬ 
ily," said Stephen Shaw, co¬ 
president of Round Room 
Live, which is putting on the 
concert tour. "It's a great 
night out. And we're really 
pleased with the response 
we've seen and how broad 
the actual audience has 
been." And while the con¬ 
cert, the first for most kids, 
may include the earworm 
of "doo doo doo," the 
90-minute event features 


music beyond that song, 
including nursery rhymes 
around for far longer than 
"Baby Shark." 

"'Baby Shark,’ which is ob¬ 
viously the title and the 
main song of the show, 
only sort of appears twice," 
said Shaw. "And the rest of 
the show is filled with great 
high-energy fun." 

"Baby Shark" has been 
around for a few years but it 
took the world by storm last 
year when the song and 
video by Pinkfong went vi¬ 


ral with the nursery-school 
set, with little kids imitating 
the handclapping dance 
that went along with the 
video. Books, plush toys 
and other merchandise 
inspired by the song were 
hot-ticket items for the holi¬ 
days and the "Baby Shark" 
tour was soon hatched. 

"It's one of those that has 
truly been a phenomenon 
where I think there's any 
number of people who 
suspected it might start to 
fade a little bit, and it seems 


Associated Press 

to be gaining steam," said 
Jonathan Linden, Round 
Room Live's other co-presi¬ 
dent. "It's a lot of fun. It's a 
fun song that sort of brings 
people together and ev¬ 
erybody seems to know it." 
Getting exposure during 
the World Series as Wash¬ 
ington Nationals fans ad¬ 
opted it as their rally song 
certainly helped extend 
that shelf life. And more 
"Baby Shark" is on the way 
as Nickelodeon has a car¬ 
toon series in the works. 


Ramsey Naito, executive 
vice president of animation 
production and develop¬ 
ment for Nickelodeon, said 
the network sees "Baby 
Shark" as an opportunity 
to "develop bigger stories 
around these characters 
that everyone is falling in 
love with. "What's great 
is what we've seen with 
'Baby Shark' is it appeals 
to everyone," she said. "It's 
just an unexplained phe¬ 
nomenon." The tour, which 
played to crowds of about 
3,000 during its initial run, 
was popular with some 
dates selling out, said Ryan 
Borba, managing editor of 
the trade publication Poll- 
star, which tracks the con¬ 
cert industry. 

Ticket sales only represent 
a portion of the show's suc¬ 
cess, with merchandise 
bought for little tykes anoth¬ 
er key component. There's 
even a VIP package where 
they can rub fins with Baby 
Shark characters. 

The tour represents the 
continued growth of the 
live music scene for chil¬ 
dren, said Borba. 

"It's definitely becoming 
more sophisticated and 
the production quality ... is 
really ramping up in recent 
years," he said. "The appe¬ 
tite for live music is always 
growing ... (and) kids shows 
are along for the ride.'Q 


Minter's 'Secondhand’ is argument for tempering acquisitions 


By JEFF ROWE 
Associated Press 

“Secondhand: Travels in 
the New Global Garage 
Sale,” Bloomsbury, by 
Adam Minter 

Americans are an ac¬ 
quisitive people and their 
craving for ever more stuff 
ripples around the world, 
not always to the benefit 
of the receivers of their ex¬ 
cess or the environment. 
Between 1967 and 2017, 
the amount of things 
Americans bought rose al¬ 
most 20-fold, filling closets 
and garages and creating 
the self-storage industry. 
But, as Minter notes, Amer¬ 
icans are only diverting to 
resale and reuse about 3 
percent of potentially us¬ 
able discarded clothing, 
furniture and other goods; 


SECONDHAND 



This cover image released 
by Bloomsbury shows "Sec¬ 
ondhand: Travels in the New 
Global Garage Sale" by 
Adam Minter. 

Associated Press 

the rest goes to dumps 
for another generation to 
worry about. 

As Minter writes, the world 
is overflowing with clothes, 


furniture, electronics, 
kitchen appliances and 
toys and other stuff no lon¬ 
ger wanted by the origi¬ 
nal owners. Moreover, the 
declining birth rates in ad¬ 
vanced nations means the 
markets for their discarded 
goods have shrunken at 
home. That’s why that T- 
shirt given to Goodwill in 
Omaha may end up find¬ 
ing its next owner in Africa 
and the solid-wood cabi¬ 
net from England may find 
its next home in Malaysia. 
Secondhand is an anthem 
to decluttering, recycling, 
making better quality 
goods and living a simpler 
life with less stuff. The book 
is a compelling argument 
for tempering acquisitions, 
especially now that global 
warming compels people 


to rethink how they live. 
And the facts of the sec¬ 
ondhand industry are 
compelling. Two decades 
ago, China was a major 
importer of secondhand 
clothes; now it is an ex¬ 
porter. Global clothing 
production doubled from 
2000 to 2015 while the av¬ 
erage number of times a 
garment was worn before 
disposal fell by a third. 

A World Bank study says 
humanity is tracking to 
generate waste at twice 
the population growth 
by 2050. Businesses have 
sprung up to clear out 
the cluttered dwellings 
of the deceased. Televi¬ 
sion shows focus on the 
values in used items from 
yesteryear. Minter calls 
for several steps to allevi¬ 


ate the mountains of no- 
longer-wanted stuff that 
is clogging U.S. and other 
wealthy nations’ house¬ 
holds, steps he shows will 
benefit people every¬ 
where: 

—Press for better qual¬ 
ity, more durable goods, 
which will benefit consum¬ 
ers and the environment. 
Minter notes that particle¬ 
board furniture typically 
never makes a second 
move intact. 

—Change laws and val¬ 
ues that keep used goods 
out of poor countries 
where people need them 
the most. 

—Recognize that the 
global trade in second¬ 
hand goods benefits the 
global economy and the 
environment. □ 
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A tour inside a Broadway theater is the place to geek out 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Walking 
into a Broadway theater 
at show time is something 
special — the electricity, 
the excited murmurs, the 
shared anticipation. But, it 
turns out, walking into an 
empty Broadway theater 
can be just as fun. 

A newly launched tour of 
the Hudson Theatre offers 
a rare chance to wan¬ 
der around the interior of 
Broadway's oldest theater 
and hear some of the fas¬ 
cinating stories that have 
happened over its 116 
years. 

"I would encourage you to 
bask in the rare moment 
of being in a Broadway 
theater by yourself with no 
other audience members," 
says tour leader Tim Dolan, 
moments before opening 
the Hudson's inner doors. 
Over the next 90 minutes, 
Dolan weaves real stories 
about Hudson Theatre vet¬ 
erans like Barbra Streisand, 
Louis Armstrong and Elvis 
with historical events like 
the sinking of the Titanic 
and the Iroquois Theatre 
fire of 1903 in Chicago. 

"The stories are crazy. 
Across all boards — trag¬ 
edy, American history, TV 
and film, pop icons, and 
then Broadway, of course, 
which I'm obsessed with," 
Dolan says after the tour. 
Dolan, an actor who has 
performed on Broadway, 
off-Broadway, cruise ships, 
national tours — and who 
had one line on an epi¬ 
sode of "Boardwalk Empire" 
that he’s happy to deliver 
when prompted — runs the 
Broadway Up Close tour 
company, which prides it¬ 
self on hiring working actors 
and stage managers for 
authenticity. 

It has taken him years to 
convince Hudson's owner, 
the Ambassador Theatre 
Group, to let him bring tours 
into the Hudson during lulls 
between shows. He uses an 
iPad filled with period pho¬ 
tos and video clips to bring 
the place alive. 

While there are other walk¬ 
ing tours of Broadway — 
and one that also can 
get you inside a theater — 
none match Broadway Up 
Close's ability to mix history 



This Oct. 29, 2019 photo shows a close-up of one of Louis Comfort Tiffany s stained glass and 
bronze lights in the lobby of the Hudson Theatre on West 44th Street in New York. 


and architectural knowl¬ 
edge and convey it from 
a performer’s perspective. 
Whenever he can, Dolan 
will also get his tour group 
up onto the Hudson's stage, 
a very rare feat. 

Highlights of the tour in¬ 
clude wandering the 100- 
foot green marble lobby, 
admiring the turquoise, 
orange and mauve lumi¬ 
nescent mosaic tiles by 
Louis Comfort Tiffany and 
spotting the ghost light on 
the stage. You'll learn that 
the best seats cost just $2 
when the theater opened 
in 1903, and you'll find out 
why women's theater bath¬ 
rooms are so crowded to¬ 
day. 

The tour takes you to the 


orchestra seats, up into the 
balcony and into a private 
bar area. Dolan shows pho¬ 
tos he took of the empty 
top two floors, which once 
housed a family and are 
now sealed off from the rest 
of the theater. Dolan's in¬ 
fectious energy, insight and 
handle on history makes 
the tour a Broadway visit 
must-do. 

To find his stories, Dolan 
has scoured the Library of 
Congress, The Shubert Ar¬ 
chive, The Museum of the 
City of New York, The New 
York Public Library for the 
Performing Arts, memoirs 
and biographies. He filters it 
through his own show busi¬ 
ness life. "I'm going to try 
and make you understand 
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how I look at a building like 
this," he says. 

The Hudson was built by the¬ 
ater producer Henry Harris, 
who perished aboard the 
Titanic. His widow, Rene, 
who was the last Titanic 
passenger to be rescued, 
managed the Hudson for 
another 20 years, staging 
more than 90 plays. 

Among them was the 1929 
musical revue "Hot Choco¬ 
lates," noteworthy for mu¬ 
sic by Thomas "Fats" Waller 
and for launching the ca¬ 
reer of a then little-known 
Louis Armstrong, who stole 
the show with his singing of 
"Ain't Misbehavin'." 

The Hudson operated as 
a theater on and off until 
1960, with shows starring 



This Oct. 29, 2019 photo shows the interior of the 961-seat Hudson Theatre on West 44th Street in 
New York. 
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some of the biggest names 
in show business, including 
Ethel Barrymore, Douglas 
Fairbanks, Sidney Lumet, 
Mae West, Lena Horne and 
Maureen Stapleton. "The 
Price Is Right" with Bob Bark¬ 
er once originated from the 
Hudson, and "American 
Idol" auditions have been 
held on its stage. 

After 1960, it narrowly es¬ 
caped a wrecking ball 
four times — the existence 
of a family in the top floors 
probably helped — and 
went through many hands 
and incarnations, including 
stints as a radio and TV stu¬ 
dio, burlesque theater and 
porn movie house. 

Jack Paar's variety show 
was broadcast from the 
Hudson and it was where 
Streisand made her first TV 
appearance. Steve Allen's 
show was housed at the 
Hudson for a time, and he 
was responsible for an in¬ 
famous episode in which 
Elvis sang "Hound Dog" to a 
real hound dog. You'll also 
see what Jake Gyllenhaal 
— who reopened the Hud¬ 
son in a ribbon-cutting cer¬ 
emony in 2017 — left as a 
permanent mark: His hand¬ 
written notes of a Stephen 
Sondheim lyric have been 
turned into a neon sign at 
one of its bars. 

As an actor, Dolan can 
explain technical stage 
details, from the way 
backdrops move to the 
staggering price each pro¬ 
duction pays to get ev¬ 
erything loaded into the 
theater. He reveals that 
actors carefully listen to the 
number of coughs in the 
audience — a sure sign of 
boredom. And if you're the 
kind of person who dares 
to record a show on your 
phone, he warns you that 
his fellow actors can spot 
the tiny red light and will tell 
an usher. 

"We see everything," he 
jokes. "We pretend we 
don't but we're watching 
everything you do." 

Dolan hopes his tour can 
demystify Broadway and 
reveal the rich history of 
buildings we often enter 
without much thought. Ul¬ 
timately, he's a Broadway 
fan and wants more peo¬ 
ple to want to come back 
and see a show.Q 






















